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ǉǈ�Ǎ�ƲɆźŚƽŶ�ŻƤƀ

Remember the days of old, 
consider the years of ages past.

Deuteronomy, 32:7
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ƹŶŽƷśǡ

�ƭśŞŻȌƀŚ�ɅșƸƻŻƣ�ŽȋŻƳ�ƽ�ƹżƾƳ�źŶ�ɅƷŚŻɆŚ�ƵśɆŶƾƼɆ�ɅťƸƀ�ŪŚƽŶżŚ�ƹśșƅɆśƴƷ�żŚ�ɅƁȌƘ
ǇǏǏǍ�ɹƳŚƾƷ�





�ƶɆżśƜŎ��ƶŵƀ

�ƽ�ɅƷśşǆťƅǡ�żŚ��ƵśƸǮƴƻ�ɅƷŚŻǅŚ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ�ɅƻśƤƄ��ųǅźśŤ�ŽȋŻƳ��ƃǆǡ��ƵśǆƯśƀ��Ƶƾǭ�ņ�ƺťƄŹȘ��ƭśƀ�źŶ
�ŷƸťƁƳ�Ʉśƻ�Ʋưǆƣ�ņśƼƁȌƘ�ɄźƽŎŶŻȘ�ņśƻ�ƺşŰśƉƳ��ŮŻƐ�ɄŚŻŬŚ��ƺŞ��ƵŚŷƸƳ�ƺƧʩƘ�żŚ�ɄźśǆƁŞ��ƦǅƾƅŤ
��ƹŷƄ�ɄźƽŎŶŻȘ��ŶśƸƀŚ�ƽ�śƼƁȌƘ�ņŽȋŻƳ�ƾǆƄźŎ�źŶ��ŶƾŞ�źŚŶźƾŴŻŞ�ŽȋŻƳ�ɄśƼťǆƯśƙƣ�Żǅśƀ�ƽ�ŶśƸƀŚ�ƽ

���ţƄŹȘ�ŷƈ�żŻƳ�żŚ��ƹŷƄ��ƱśŭƷŚ�Ʉśƻ�ƺşŰśƉƳ�ƽ�źŚŽƻ��ƲƧź�żŚ
��ŻƴƘ�źśȘŶśǅ°�ƽ�¯�ƥśƤŤŚ�ȱƀźŷƳ°��Ʋưǆƣ�ƽŶ�ņ�ţƄŹȘ��ƺȋ�ɷśƀ�ɅƐ�ŽȋŻƳ�ɄżśƀŷƸťƁƳ��ƃŵŞ�źŶ
�ņ¯ŶƽŚŶ�ɅƷ��ƵśŴ�ɅƍŤŻƳ°���ʀƅǆǡ�ɄśƻŷƸťƁƳ��ƹƽŻȘ��ƺŞ�ƽ�ŷƄ��ƺťŴśƀ�¯�ƏƣƾƞƞƞƄ�śǅŷǅŷǅ��ƱśŴśŰ
�¯żƽŻƳŚ��ƵŚŻǅŚ�źŶ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ�óɻƞƞƞƀŚ��ƵŚŷƷżŻƣ°�ƽ�¯�ƲǆǆŰ��Ƶśƴǆưƀ�ŚżŻǆƳ°�ņ¯ɅƷŚŷƴƻ��ƦƤƞƞƞƅƳ°

��ŷǅŶŻȘ��ƹŶƽŽƣŚ
��ţƀŚ��ƹŷƞƞƞƄ��ƺǅŷƻ�ŽȋŻƳ��ƺŞ�ŻșǅŶ�ɄśƼƷśƳżśƞƞƞƀ�Ʉƾƞƞƞƀ�żŚ��ƺȋ�ɄŷƸťƞƞƞƁƳ�ɄśƼƴưǆƣ�ƾǆƞƞƞƄźŎ�źŶ
�źŶ��ƺȋ��ƲǆťƞƞƞƄŚŶ�Śź�¯�ƮǆŘŚŻƞƞƞƀŚ�źŶ�ɅƷŚŻǅŚ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ��ţǅśȌŰ°�ƽ�¯ŷƼƞƞƞƅƳ�ɄśƼɇƞƞƞƀƾƷŚ°��Ʋưǆƣ
��Ʋưǆƣ��ƺƀ��ƃǆǡ�ɄŷƸǭ��ŷƷŷƳŎźŶ��ƃǅśƴƷ��ƺŞ�ŷƸťƁƳ�ɄśƼƴưǆƣ�ȰźŚƾƸƅŬ�ƽŶ�ƽ��ƺťƄŹșɆśƼƁƷŚŻƤƸȋ
��ţƴƻ��ƺŞ�¯ɅƁƴƄ�ɄŚŻŞ�ɄźŶśƳ°�ƽ�¯ŶŻƳ��Ȋǅ��ƂźƽŻǡ°��ƱśƷ��ƺŞ�ɅǅśƸũťƀŚ�źśǆƁŞ�ŻșǅŶ�ŷƸťƁƳ
�ƽ��ƲŭƷƾǅśƴƻ�ɅƍŤŻƳ��ţƴƻ�ƺŞ�¯�ƵŚŻǅŚ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ�ɄśƼťƸƀ�ƽ�śƼƷśťƀŚŶ��śƻ�ƺƅǅź°ƽ��ƲǆȌŰ�ŶƾƙƁƳ
�ŷƄ��ƹŶƽŽƣŚ�ŽȋŻƳ�ƾǆƄźŎ��ƺŞ�ɅƷŚŽƻ��ƶƀƾƀ�ƽ�źśťŵƳ��ƵŚŻƼƳ��ţƴƻ�ƺŞ��ƵŚŻǅŚ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ��žŷƨƳ��ƶȋśƳŚ

��ŷƷŷƳŎźŶ�ɅƳƾƴƘ��ƃǅśƴƷ��ƺŞ�ŽȋŻƳ�ŷƸťƁƳ�ɄśƼƴưǆƣ��ƭŚƾǆťƁƣ��ʀƳƾƀ�źŶ��ƺȋ
�ƵŚŻǅŚ�źŶ�Ʉƽ�ȱƳśƸșƸƻŻƣ�ņŽȋŻƳ��ſƷŚŻƤƸȋ��ʀƳƾƞƞƞƀ�źŶ��ƲǆǆŰ��Ƶśƴǆưƀ��ŝƞƞƞƄ�ɄźŚŽȘŻŞ��ƭśşƷŶ��ƺŞ

��ţƀŚ��ƹŷƄ��ǟśǭ��Ŝśťȋ��ʀƴƻ�ɄśƼƳśǆǡ��ƃŵŞ�źŶ��ƵŎ�ŻƄśƷ�ȱƳśƷ��ƺȋ�ŷƄ��ǟśǭ�ŷǅŷŭŤ�
�ɷśşƨťƀŚ�śŞ��ƺȋ�ŶƾŞ�¯�ƥśƤŤŚ�ȱƀźŷƳ�Ŷśǅ��ƺŞ°��ŝƞƞƞƄ�ņ�ſƷŚŻƤƸȋ��ʀƳźśƼǭ��ƺƳśƷŻŞ�ɅưƈŚ��ƃŵŞ

��ŷƄ�ƽŻŞƽź�ŻǆƕƷ�Ʋȋ
�żŚ�ƽ�ŷƄ��ƹŶŚŶ��ƺƞƞƞƀźŷƳ��ƶǅŚ��ʀƳŶśŴ�ƽ��ƵŚźŚŹȘ�ƵśǆƸŞ��ƺŞ��žśǢƞƞƞƀ�ȱŰƾƯ�ɄŶŚŷƙŤ��ŝƞƞƞƄ��ƶǅŚ�źŶ

��ŷƳŎ��ƮƴƘ��ƺŞ��ƮǆưŭŤ�śƼƷŎ�żŚ��ƥśƤŤŚ��ƵŚźśǅ�ƽ��ƵŚżƾƳŎ�ƃƷŚŶ��ʀƸǮƴƻ�ƽ�ŽȋŻƳ�Ʉƾƀ

�ƹŷƤƻ



�ŻǅśƳ��ƲǆƁƷ�ɅƴǆŬ��ƺŞ��ƥśƤŤŚ�ȱƀźŷƳ��ſƀœƳ��ƵƾƉŞ�ƺʏƯŚŷşƘ�ŻǅśƳ�Ŷśǅ��ƹŷƷż��ƺŞ��ţƁŵƷ�ȱŰƾƯ�ó
�ŷƄ��ƹŶŚŶ�Żǅż�ŶŚŻƣŚ��ƺŞ��ŝǆŤŻŤ��ƺŞ�ɄŷƙŞ�Ʉśƻ�ƺŰƾƯ��ŷƄ��ƹŶŚŶ�Ʉƽ�ŷƷżŻƣ

��ƥśƤŤŚ�ȱƀźŷƳ�ŻǅŷƳ��ƶǅɻɇƴǅŷƧ��źƾǢƷŚŶ��źƾșƷŶ��ƲǆƙƷ�ó
�ȱťƁŬŻŞ�ŻǆŞŶ�ƽ�Ǉǉǋǎ�śŤ�ǇǉǊǌ��ƭśƀ�żŚ��ƥśƤŤŚ��žźŚŷƳ�ŻǅŷƳ�ƽ��ƹŷƸƸȋ�śǆŰŚ��ƲǆŴƽŻŞ��ŲƽźśŞ�ɻȋŶ�ó
�ȰŷƸƁǅƾƷ�ƽ��ŮŚŻƐ�ƽ��ƵŚŻƼŤ��ƹśșƅƷŚŶ�źŶ��ȊǅŽǆƣ��žźŷƳ�ƽ�ɄżŚź�ņ�Ƃƽźƾȋ�ņżɹƯŚ�ɄśƼƷśťƞƞƞƀŻǆŞŶ

�źƾƅȋ��ȊǅŽǆƣ�ɄśƼŞśťȋ
��ŮŚŻƐ�ó�ŜʩƨƷŚ�żŚ��ſǡ��ƥśƤŤŚ��žźŚŷƳ�ŻǅŷƳ�ó�ƥśƤŤŚ�ȱƷśŵŞśťȋ��ſƞƞƞƀœƳ�ɅƄźŚŶ��ƂƾƼƳ�ó
�ɄśƼŞśťȋ��ʀƤƯœƳ�żŚ�ɅƞƞƞȌǅ�óɅǅŚŷťŞŚ�ȱƯśƞƞƞƀ�ǋ�ɅǅśƼƷ��ŢśƷśűťƳŚ��ƱƾưƘ�ƽ�Ʌƌśǅź��ŢʨŚœƞƞƞƀ

�ƵśťƁŞŶ�ɅƌśǅɿƀźŶ
�śŤǇǉǈǊ�ɄśƼƯśƀ��ʀŞ��ƵŚŻƼŤ��ſƷśǆƯŎ�śǅ�ŶśűŤŚ�ȱƀźŷƳ��ŜƾşűƳ�ƽ�ɅƴǅŷƧ��ƲƔśƷ��ƵśǆƨǆƧŶ�ƺʏƯŚŷşƘ�ó

��ƵśǅŻȘźż�ƾƷ�ŶśűŤŚ�ȱƀźŷƳ�ŻǅŷƳ�ƽ�Ǉǉǋǐ
�ƥśƤŤŚ�ȱƀźŷƳ��ƢưťŵƳ�Ʉśƻ�ƃŵŞ�ŻǅŷƳ�ƽ�ɅŞŻƘ��žƽźŶ�ŻǆŞŶ�śǅŚƾƯŎ��ƮƄŚź��ſǆƳ�ó

�ȱƀźŷƳ�ɅƸǆŘŽŤ�ƽ�ɅťƀŶ�Ʉśƻɽƻ�ƽ�ɅƞƞƞƄśƨƷ�ɄśƴƸƻŚź�ƽ�ŻǆŞŶ�ƽ��ƥƽŸśŞ�ŷƸƳɽƻ�ɹűƳ��ƮŰŚź�ó
�ƥśƤŤŚ

��ƥśƤŤŚ�ȱƀźŷƳ�ŻǆŞŶ�ƽ��ƲƔśƷ��ţƳʩƀ��ƲƯśƄ�ó

ǈǐǐǐ�ɹƳśƀŶ

ƹŷŭƻ



�ɅƷŚŻɆŚ��ƵśɆŶƾƼɆ�ɅƻśƤƄ�ųɆźśŤ�ŽȋŻƳ

��ƺŞ

�ɄźƾƅȋśŴ��ŚŽǆƯ��ŽǆƯŚ

��ʀƳƾƀ��ȰŷƷŻŞ

¯�ƹŶŚż�Ƣƀƾǅ��ŜƾǅŚ°�ɅƴưƘ��ƃƻƽȀǡ�ȰŽǅśŬ
�źŶ

�ɅƷŚŻǅŚ�ɄŶƾƼǅ��ŢśƙƯśƑƳ

ŷǅƾȘ�ɅƳ��ƂśŞŶśƄ

��ƹŷƄ��ƺŘŚźŚ��ƃƻƽȀǡ��ƶǅɻƼŞ��ƺŞ�ɄŚ�ƹȀǅƽ�ȰŽǅśŬ��ƺƯśƀ��ƺƴƻ�ɅƷŚŻǅŚ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ��ɅƻśƤƞƞƞƄ�ųɆźśŤ�ŽȋŻƳ
�ŷƻŷɇƳ��ƆśƉťŴŚ�ŻƈśƙƳ��ųǅźśŤ�źŶ�ɅƷŚŻǅŚ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ�ȰźśŞźŶ�ɅƷŚŻǅŚ�ɄƾŭƞƞƞƅƷŚŶ��Ȋǅ��ƏƀƾŤ

�ŶŻȋ��ƭśƀźŚ�ŽȋŻƳ�ɻƣŶ��ƺŞ��ƭśƀ��ƭƾƐ�źŶ��ƵŚƾťɇƳ�Śź��ŢʨśƨƳ��ƮƈŚ�śǅ��ƺƈʩŴ

�ŠŽǅśŬ��ƶǅŚ�ɄŚŷƻŚ�ƽŚ�Ʉźśǅ�śŞ��ƺȋ��ƹŶŚż�Ƣƀƾǅ��ƺƷŚƽŻǡ�żŚ�ɅƷŚŻǅŚ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ�ɅƻśƤƞƞƞƄ��ųǅźśŤ�ŽȋŻƳ
�ɄźŚŽșƀśǢƀ�ņ�ţƀŚ��ƹŷǅŶŻȘ�ŻǅŹǡ�ƵśȌƳŚ��ƹŶŚż�Ƣƀƾǅ��ŜƾǅŚ�Ŷśǅ�ƹŷƷż��ƱśƷ�ƺŞ��ƺƷśǆƯśƀ�ɅǅƾŭƞƞƞƅƷŚŶ�
�żŚ�ɄŶƾƼǅóɅƷŚŻǅŚ��ȗƸƻŻƣ��ŢŚźśƕťƷŚ°�ɅƅƻƽȀǡ�ȱƯśƨƳ��ɼƄƾƷ�ŻƐśŴ��ƺŞ��ƭśƁƳŚ�ȰŽǅśŬ��ŷƸȌɇƳ

��ţƣŻȘ��ƦưƙŤ�ɄźƾƅȋśŴ��ŚŽǆƯ��ŽǆƯŚ��ƺŞ�¯�ƵśƷŚƾŬ
ƹŶżƾƷ





ȊɆ�ƽ�ţƁɇŞ

ŻƈśƙƳ��ųɆźśŤ�źŶ��ɅƷŚŻɆŚ��ƵśɆŶƾƼɆ
ŻƈśƙƳ�ųɆźśŤ�źŶ�ɅƷŚŻɆŚ��ƵśɆŶƾƼɆ����ƺƷśɇƯśƀ��ɅưưƴƯŚ�ʀŞ��ſƷŚŻƤƸȋ�ʀƳźśƼǭ

�ſưŭƷŎ�ſĹƯ�ó��ƭśŞŻȌƀŚ�ɅșƸƻŻƣ�ŽȋŻƳ�źŶ

ǇǏǏǏ��ƺǅźƾƣ�Ǎ�ƽ�ǌ

��ſǆƀőŤ��ƭśƀ��ʀƴƻśŭƸǡ��ţşƀśƸƳ��ƺŞ��ƥśƤŤŚ�ȱƀźŷƳ�Ŷśǅ��ƺŞ���ƺǅźƾƣ�ǌ��ƺşƸƄ
�

�ɅƴǅŷƧ�ŶśƸƀŚ�ƽ��ſȌƘ��ƹśșƅǅśƴƷ��ƃǅśƅȘ
��ƥśƤŤŚ�ȱƀźŷƳ�ȱǮŵǅźśŤ�¯�ƱƽŶ�ȱƷśŴ°�ŷƸťƁƳ��Ʋưǆƣ

�ţŵşȌǆƷ�źśǅŻƣ�ƽ��ƹśƸǡ�ţŭŰ��žśşƘ��ȉɻƅƳ�źśȋ
�ņɄŶśƄźŚ��ƹŻƼƞƞƞƄ�ɻȋŶ�ņśǅŚƾƯŎ�śƴƞƞƞƀ�ņŻǅśƳ�ɅƴǆŬ�ɅǅƾȘ�ƹŻƐśŴ��śƻ�ƺťƞƞƄŹȘ�żŚ�ɄŶśƞƞǅ

�ƲǆŴƽŻŞ��ŲƽźśŞ�ɻȋŶ�ņɹűƳ��ƮŰŚź�ņŶśűŤŚźƾǡźƾƉƸƳ
�ƦŞśƀ��ƵśƀʩȌƴƻ�źŚŷǅŶ

�ƺǅźƾƣ�Ǎ��ƺşƸƄ��Ȋǅ
�ƵŚŻǅŚ�źŶ��ƇŤƾưŴ��ƃşƸŬ�ȱǮŵǅźśŤ

ƾǅƽŎ�ƮŤņ�ŜśƀśƸŰ��ƵƾƴǆƄ
�ɅƁǆưșƷŚ��ƺŞ���ƵŚŻǅŚ�źŶ��Ƃżźƽ�ƽ�Ʌƴǆưȋ��ƵśǆƷŚŻǅŚ

�ƵƾťƀƾŞ�ņɅŞśƼƄ��ȗƸƄƾƻ�ɻȋŶ
ɄźśșƷ�ƺƳśƷżƽź�ƽ�ɅưƳ��ţǅƾƻ�ņ�ƵŚŻǅŚ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ

ɅưȋŻŞ�ņŻƕƷŻǆǡ��ƺƯŚǿ�ɻȋŶ



ƽŶ�ƽ�ţƁɇŞ

�¯�ţƸǅƾŬ��ƶȌǅŻƳŚ°�ɅƴưƘ�ƽ�ɷśƳ�ɄśƼǅźśȌƴƻ�ƽ��ƹŚƾŴŻǆŴ��ƵƾƷśȋ��ƮǆȌƅŤ��ŢśƳŷƨƳ
�ƵŚŻǅŚźŶ

�ſưŭƷŎ�ſƯ�ņśǆŞƾƐ��ƲǆƁƷ�ɻȋŶ
�ɅƁǆưșƷŚ��ƺŞ��ɄŶƾƼǅóɅƷŚŻǅŚ�ɄŚ�ƺƣŻŰ�ɅƨǆƀƾƳ�ƽ�ɄŶƾƼǅ�ɅƨǆƀƾƳ

Ʌťǆƀ��ȊǆƯ��ţƯśƀ�ņ�ŜœƯ��ſƷźƾƯ�ɻȋŶ
�ƵŚŻǅŚ�ȰŶƾŤ��ŜŽŰ�ƽ�ɄŶƾƼǅ��ƵśǆƷŚŻǅŚ

�ƵŷƸƯ�ņŷƸƳƾƻŻƣ��ŪŻǅŚ



ŢʨśƨƳ��ƲȌɆ�ƹźśǡ





Ʊ

��ŜśƀśƸŰ��ƵƾƴɇƄ

�Á�½ZÆ¨�Y�{ZveY��½Zf�]{��{�Y���ÖËY|f]Y��Ç�Á{��ÕÁ���d�Y��Ã|��|·Âf»��½ZÆ¨�Y��{�������µZ���{��[Z�ZÀu��½Â¼Ì�

��Ä]��Ã{YÂ¿Zy��{��Ö·Z»��½Y�v]���Zy��Ä]��½Z»�¼Å�Á�|¿Y�~³��½Y�Æe��d«Y|��Á��Â¿��½Zf��Ì]{��{�Y���Ä��Âf»��Ç�Á{

��½Z]�����Â»M��ÕY�]���Ô �̄|Àq��Ö¸ÌWY��Y��½Z³|ÀËZ¼¿��®¼ �̄Z]�������µZ���{��[Z�ZÀu���dyY{�a��Ö°Ì¿Z°»�Z¯

��µZ�°Ë��Y���a�������µZ���{��|���iR»��½Y�ËY���eÂ¸y��d�Æ¿���Ì�Pe��{�������µZ���{��{� �̄��Ì�Pe�Õ�^�

��Õ�^Å��Á��d�³�Z]��½Y�Æe��Ä]��ºÌ¸��ÁY��{��½ZÆm��Õ{ÂÆË��½Z¿YÂmÂ¿���Â�z»��ZÀÌ¼���{��d¯��Á��¶Ì�ve

��ºÌ¬»��ºÌ¿Â·Y���eÂ^Ì �̄�{�Á�{� �̄�c�mZÆ»��¶ÌWY��Y��Ä]�������µZ���{���d§�³��Ã|Æ���Ä]Y���½Y�ËY���eÂ¸y���^Àm

��Ä]�0 Y{|n»��¶ÌWY��Y���eÂ^Ì �̄�d�Æ¿�Á�{ÂÆË���¿Y�M��¥����Y��½Y�ËY���eÂ¸y�Õ�^Å���ÕY�]�������µZ���{��|�

��µZ���Ä���c|»��Ä]�������µZ���{��[Z�ZÀu���d�³�Z]�{Ây���eÂ^Ì¯�Ä]��dË�Â»P»��½ZËZa��Y���a�Á��d§���½Y�ËY

��dyY{�a��¶Ì�ve��Ä]��¹Á{�|^ »���Y�¬¿Y�Á��ÖËZa�]��xË�ZeÁ��Ä¨�¸§�,�xË�Ze��ÕZÅ�Äf����{���eÂ^Ì �̄�ÃZ´�¿Y{��{

��ƵŚŻɆŚ�źŶ��ƇŤƾưŴ��ƃşƸŬ��ȱǮŵɆźśŤ�żŚ��ɅɆśƻ�ƺƄƾȘ

��Å��½|¿Z»��YÂf�Y�Á��Õ�Y|ËZa�Á��d�Y�kZÌfuY�{�Â»�¶»Z��|Àrf�Æ¿��®Ë�{ZnËY��ÕY�] �
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��Å���Õ�ÂyYÂÅ�Á��c�ZË���¾//ËY��ÕY�]�|¿{Â]��Ã|»M��ºÅ��½��Á�{�»��//¨¿��Ä//��0ZÀÌ¼ze��|¿�ÂzÌ»�

��½Á�Ì]��|¿{Y{�Zn¿M���Ö·Âf»����Z 6¼���ÕY�]�Y��|�Z]��½Z»{Ây��ÖWZ���Ã{��Ä¯��Z¿YÂyZ¿��Á{��Ö»Y|¯



ƯƲĢ

cY��Zy

��ºË{Â¼¿��¾�Á����¼��Á��ºË|Ì¼¸e�Á��Z¿YÂyZ¿���¾Ë�|ÆÀ���c�ZË���Ä]��½Z»{Ây��Ö»|«�|Àq��ºÌf§�

�Õ�YÂ³��]��¹�ZÀ]�0Z «YÁ���ªË|���½Â ¼��ÓÁ|³���ÕZ�ÌÀ¯���d�À �̄�d]��ºÌf§��Á��ºË|¿YÂy��Ìq�Á
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��©Á|À���½ZÌ»��ºÌfyY|¿Y��ºÌf�Â¿�Y���½Z¼^¸�»���ËÁ���ºÌf�Y{�]��Õ~£Z¯��Ä°Ìe�Á��Ö´À//���Ä°Ìe
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��Ö´¿���ÃZÌ����ÕZÆ¿Z]�{���ÕZÅ�ÖrÌaZ«�Ze�Á{��¹|«��Ä]��¹|«�|Àq��ºË|���Ä��|»�{�YÁ��ºÌf§����ºËÂ�

��d�Y��º¯��ºËZ¼À]��¦Ë� e��Ä��|»��¾ËY��Y��Är¿M���ºË|��{�YÁ�,|¿{�°Ì»��Ö¿Z^Æ´¿�|¿{Â]��Ã{Zf�ËY

�ZÆ¿M��Ä]��Ä¯��º�ËÂÀ]��Ä��|»��ÕZÅ�Är]��¾ËY��d À���Y��Õ����|Àq��Ö·Á��d�Y��º¯��ºÅ��d«Á�Á

���d�ZÆ¿M������Á��µÂ��Á��Ä��|»��¾ËY��½|���¹Z¼e��d¼Ì«��d�Â¿��ºÅYÂy�0Y| ]��Ä �̄|¿Y�Ã{Y{�{ZË

��½ZÆ¨�Y��ÕZÅ�¶WY��ËY��Y��¨¿�|Àq�|ÌÅ{��^y��Z¿YÂyZ¿��ÂÌ�Â»��Ä]��Ä �̄�ºË{Y{��^y��ºË|���Ä �̄{�YÁ

��ÃY�¼Å�{Zf��§�Y�����¯Â¿��Õ�Â§�|¿{Y{���Ô�Y���ÌW���[ZÀn]�Ze��|ÀËZ¼¿��Ö¿|Ë{�Y��Z¼��|¿Y�Ã|»M

��d^v��ÁY�Z]��Ä�¿Y�§��Õ�|«��Ö¯�e��Õ�|«���Á|«Y��½Â�Ó��Õ�|«��d�¿Y|Ì¼¿��Ö��Z§��½Z]���Z»

���ºË{Â¼¿��d^v���ºÌf��¿�Z»�{�ÁM��Ö·|À��Á�{Â¼¿��µZ^¬f�Y�Y��Z»��ºË|���Ä¿ZyÓZ]�{�YÁ���ºË{Â¼¿

��Ä¼Å���|Ì��a����¼¿Zy��Ä¿���{Ây��Ä¿��d//�Y|¿��Ö³��]�0Y|]Y���d//�Y��[Ây�Á��½Z]�Æ»��|¬q

���¾¼����¾»���{����ºËY�Äf§��Y���Ö«Z]���Y|¬Ì¼Å��d]��n]��Ä¸]����ºÌf¨³��.|ËY�Äf§��Y��ZÅ�ÃZ´e�ZË�

��ºËY�Ã|���¹Á�v»�|ÀÀ �̄�½Z¼fË}Y�|¿Y�Äf�YÂy���Y|¬Ì¼Å��d]��[�{��ºËY�Äf§���Ä^e�»�|Àq��ºÌf¨³�ÁZ]
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��¹{Â]��[YÂy��Z´¿Y��Ä �̄�¾»���ºË|���¶yY{�|Ì�Âa�|¿{�ÁM��Ö�¨¯Á���kÁ���®Ë�|À°¿�Y��ZÅ��¨¯
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Memory Telling

various events leading up to the actual wedding itself.

Haqnazar Mottahedeh provides a detailed genealogy of his ancester 
Yusef Yazdi and his extended family.

Rabbi Shim‘on Khakshuri provides a detailed account of daily life in 
the Jewish community of Urumiyeh (Reza’iyeh). 

Houri Taleh (Aboudi) recounts a gathering ritual by women from 
Hamedan.

The Persian section ends with a number of different Judeo-Persian folk 
tales.
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Memory Telling

Mr. Abraham Yahid, who was recruited by British army intelligence to 
act as in informant in the event of a Nazi army invasion of Iran, recounts 
his memories and talks about some of his activities in this capacity. He also 
talks about some of his other missions for the British army. In the second 
half of memory telling, Mr. Yahid discusses some of his Zionist activities 
in Iran. He ends with discussions of his involvement in the Ghazvin Valley 
Development Project [WDUK�H�RPUƗQ�H�GDVKW�H�*KD]YLQ], which aimed at 
changing to area’s irrigation and agricultural landscape.

Ms. Talat Hakim recounts a fundraiser concert to help build Sapir 
Hospital.

Mr. Jahanguir Banayan recounts anecdotes about the Kourosh soccer 
team, the events leading to its formation by a group of kids from 6DU�H�
&KƗO��DQG�WKH�WHDP¶V�¿UVW�PDWFK�ZLWK�WKH�Jam soccer team. 

He also shares his memories of Mirza Nurollah Hakim’s 
missionary school called  0DGUHVVHK�\H�1XU�R� 6HGƗJKDW, built in 1894 
in Tehran. He recounts his memories of both Mirza Nurollah Hakim and 
Mirza Jalinus: two cousins from the well-known Hakim Eliahou family. 
Mr. Banayan then goes on to talk about how the Christian missionary 
school provided education, food, and clothing for poor children, while 
also actively promoting conversion to Christianity among these same kids 
and their respective families.

Haj Haqnazar Khoshbakhsh, a pilgrim to Palestine circa 1900, kept a 
daily travel log of his journey from Isfahan to Jerusalem with a group of 
other Jewish Iranians. Experts of his journal are republished here post-
PRUWHP�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�

Beman (Touba) Salimpour recounts her memories of wedding 
celebrations, discussing the rites and rituals involved in each of the 
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Synopsis

Iranian Jews and The Tudeh Party

Iraj Farhoumand

In this paper, Farhoumand – one of the high-ranking members of the Tudeh 
party, and himself a Jew – talks about the party’s history and describes 
the gradual interest and increasing fascination of a generation of young 
Iranian Jews with the Tudeh agenda and ideology.

During the course of the second World War, the Soviet Republic 
DFTXLUHG�D�SDVVLQJ�\HW�VLJQL¿FDQW�GHJUHH�RI�SROLWLFDO�DQG�PLOLWDU\�LQÀXHQFH�
in Iran. As a result, various socialist and communist parties were formed 
LQ�,UDQ��DPRQJ�WKHP�WKH�7XGHK�SDUW\��RI¿FLDOO\�IRXQGHG�LQ��������$W�LWV�
inception, the party did not include the famous “Workers of the world 
unite!” slogan in its bylaws, and focused primarily on an ideological 
opposition to Nazism and Fascism; a stance that consequently attracted 
many Jewish intellectuals to the party. The Jewish intellectuals’ sympathies 
for the Tudeh party were further fueled by the growing wave of anti-
Semitism and sympathy toward Hitler in Iran at that time. 

In 1948/49, the Tudeh party began losing the support of many 
Iranian Jews, however, as it aligned itself with the Arab countries 
DJDLQVW�WKH�IRXQGLQJ�RI�WKH�VWDWH�RI�,VUDHO��7KH�¿QDO�EUHDN�EHWZHHQ�,UDQ¶V�
Jewish intellectuals and the Tudeh party came with the news about 
how intellectuals, and mostly Jewish intellectuals, were treated by the 
Communist party in the Soviet Union.

Farhoumand’s paper ends with a detailed 
account of the Tudeh party’s downfall and the end of 
Iranian Jews’ involvement with the party.  
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The Founding of .ƗQXQ�H�.KH\UNKƗK and 
The American Joint Distribution Committee’s Financial and 

Educational Cooperation in Iran

Nissim Toubia

Following WWII and the Allied occupation of Iran, the country is 
struck by famine and an epidemic of contagious diseases. The severity 
of these social problems is expectedly worst in Tehran’s mahalleh, the 
Jewish quarter. Seeing the degree of devastation, a young physician by the 
name of Dr. Sapir turns a small synagogue into a medical clinic and begins 
treating typhus patients. Unfortunately, however, Sapir himself eventually 
contracts typhus and dies at a very young age. After his death, a group 
of benevolent individuals take over his mission, name the clinic after Dr. 
Sapir, and subsequently form the .ƗQXQ�H�.KH\UNKƗK [The Charity Club] 
to run the clinic.

At the same time, the American Joint Distribution committee 
becomes aware of the Iranian Jewish community’s plight and decides 
WR�VHQG�D�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�WR�,UDQ�IRU�VRPH�UHOLHI�HIIRUWV��$Q�RI¿FH�LV� WKXV�
opened in Tehran, and a nurse and a doctor are sent to help run the Sapir 
clinic. Subsequently, the American Joint Distribution committee becomes 
increasingly active in Tehran and other cities around Iran. In this paper, 
Toubia provides a detailed discussion of the Joint’s various activities in 
Iran, discussing some of the challenges that organization faced in trying to 
implement its various projects. 
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A Portrait of Iranian Jewish Intellectuals in the 
Twentieth Century:

A Review of the Weekly ,VUƗHO

Jaleh Pirnazar

Jaleh Pirnazar provides a detailed review of the weekly newspaper ,VUƗHO, 
which was printed in Iran from April 25, 1946 to May 6, 1948.  In her 
review, she examines the paper’s treatment of a variety of different topics, 
including:

�� the social and living conditions of the Iranian Jewish community;
�� public health;
�� education;
�� the battle with anti-Semitism and Nazism;
�� religion;
�� women;
�� DQG�WKH�HOHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�WR�WKH�¿IWHHQWK�0DMOHV�
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LQWHJUDWHG�LQWR�,UDQ¶V�PDVV�PHGLD��DQG�WKH�¿JXUHV�RI�WKLV�JHQHUDWLRQ�ZHUH�
mostly inclined to identify themselves as Iranian Journalists rather than 
Iranian Jewish Journalists.
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Iranian Jews, National Identity, and Journalism:
1915 - 1979

Jaleh Pirnazar

Jaleh Pirnazar’s paper delineates three distinct historical periods in 
Iranian Jewish Journalism:

I. 1915-1925: The beginning of journalistic activities by Iranian 
Jews. 

This period begins with the publication of 6KƗORP� ±� WKH� ¿UVW� ,UDQLDQ�
Jewish newspaper to be printed in )ƗUVLKXG (Persian language written in 
Hebrew script). 6KƗORP�LV�WKH�¿UVW�GRFXPHQWHG�QHZVSDSHU�WR�ZULWH�DERXW�
WKH�OLYHV�RI�-HZV�LQ�,UDQ�DQG�RSHQO\�WR�FULWLFL]H�DQWL�6HPLWLVP��7KH�¿UVW�
Zionist newspaper called +DJXHROƗ [Salvation] was published in this same 
period. A third paper called Hahaim also appeared in this period under the 
editorship of Mr. Haim – the controversial Jewish member of parliament 
in 1922.

II. 1941-1953: The second generation of Iranian Jewish journalists.
This period begins with Reza Shah’s abdication and the Allied occupation 
of Iran during the second World War. During this period, all Iranian Jewish 
newspapers are published in Persian using the Persian alphabet. These 
publications include names such as %LQ\ƗQ, ƖODP�H�<DKXG, 5ƗKQHPƗ\�H�
Yahud, %DQL�ƖGDP, 1LVVƗQ, .ƗYLƗQ, 6KDKEƗ], 'ƗQLƗO, 6LQƗ, and ,VUƗHO. 
In general, these newspapers have a predominantly political orientation, 
and they tend to follow the dominant trend in Iran. Most oppose Nazism, 
Fascism, and Imperialism, while trying to promote  democratic social 
values along with a sense of Iranian Nationalism.

III. 1953-1979: The third generation of Iranian Jewish journalists.
During this third period, only two newspapers continue their publication. 
7KH�¿UVW�LV�SXEOLVKHG�E\�6DQGRJK�H�0HOOL [Iranian Jewish National Fund]; 
and the second by Youssef Kohan, the member of parliament. During 
WKHVH� \HDUV�� ,UDQLDQ� -HZLVK� MRXUQDOLVWV� ¿QG� WKHPVHOYHV� ZRUNLQJ� LQ� WKH�
Iranian media at large. For instance, (WWHOƗµƗW and .H\KƗQ – the two 
biggest media publishing groups in Iran – had hired many Iranian Jewish 
writers and journalist such as: Shaoul Bakhash, Guity Beroukhim, Moussa 
Beroukhim, Simon Farzami, Moshfegh Hamedani, Vida Moshfegh, 
Manouchehr Omidvar, Manouchehr Sachmehchi, and Homa Sarshar. As 
Pirnazar remarks, this third generation of journalists had successfully been 
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Synopsis

Hakhalutz and its Activities in Iran : An Overview 

Shimon Hanassab

This article traces Hakhalutz’s activities in Iran. Hakhalutz’s primary 
objective was to establish a sense of community among Iranian 
Jews, and its ultimate goal was to recruit the young for immigration 
to the newly founded state of Israel. From 1942 to 1945, Hakhalutz 
established and directed a variety of Hebrew classes. By the end of the 
war, representatives were sent to Iran from Israel in order to increase 
Hakhalutz’s activities by creating more branches, and further to redirect 
the organization’s various activities with an eye on more ideological 
and Zionist values. In his discussions, Hanassab examines the many 
FKDOOHQJHV�IDFHG�E\�+DNKDOXW]¶V�OHDGHUV�DQG�PHQWRUV��VSHFL¿FDOO\�ZLWK�
respect to the leaders of the Tudeh party. Hanassab further elaborates 
RQ�VRPH�RI�WKH�GLI¿FXOWLHV�WKH�+DNKDOXW]�OHDGHUV�IDFHG�LQ�WKHLU�HIIRUWV�
to open different branches in various cities around Iran. The paper ends 
with a discussion of the three Hakhalutz conferences held in Tehran in 
1948, 1949, and 1950, respectively.
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musical life of Iran more generally, but with the decline of the live musical 
experience in favor of radio and recordings, the growing acceptability of 
musical performing among Muslims and the refocused interest of middle- 
and upper-class Iranians on Western music, the future was an economically 
bleak one for all.

The Iranian Revolution of 1979 and the subsequent dislocation 
and emigration of large numbers of Iranian Jews undoubtedly had an 
effect on the Jewish musical professionals and their performance, which 
ought to be the subject of some serious research.  Likewise, the survival 
of large enclaves of traditional Iranian Jews in Los Angeles, Great Neck, 
New York, and elsewhere, raises the possibility of ongoing liturgical 
musical creativity amongst the  shlihe tzibbur  in a new environment.  I 
can only hope that these musical traditions do not die out but, instead, 
thrive in these new locations and in the surviving remnant Iranian Jewish 
communities in Teheran and Shiraz.
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IRU� WKHLU� HIIRUWV�� �7KH\�ZRXOG�� WKHUHIRUH�� SUREDEO\� QRW� ¿W� D� FDWHJRU\� RI�
professional  musician.  Yet those few who led prayer regularly, who were 
respected for their skills, and who took this task as a “calling,” could hardly 
be considered “amateurs.”  It is time that they be viewed with the same 
consideration as expert cantors   in other Jewish traditions. Their main 
requisites were an acceptable voice, appropriate knowledge of the prayer 
melodies, outstanding Hebraic reading skills and, for the top performers, 
the ability to translate and interpret text into Persian while maintaining 
musical coherence and beauty.  Only a very few had achieved this in the 
Iran I knew thirty years ago.

I am aware that many of you may not fathom how adjectives such as 
“beauty” and “spirituality” could be applied to the largely routine, remote, 
seemingly musically-uninteresting synagogue services with which you are 
familiar.  I have no idea whether or how the synagogue musical tradition 
has weathered the passage of time in Iran or the trauma of immigration here 
in the United States.  My favorite Shirazi shaliah tzibbur, Yosef Limude 
Torah of .HQLVD�\H�.RKDQLP  died some years ago.  When he last spoke 
ZLWK�PH��KH�FRQ¿GHG�ZLWK�D�PL[WXUH�RI�SULGH�DQG�PRGHVW\��WKDW�KH�ZDV�WKH�
last in Shiraz who could raise his congregants to high emotive spiritual 
participation and that very few of the next generation had the requisite 
mixture of Hebraic, Persian, and musical skills to continue.  Perhaps you 
have never participated in this experience and, sadly, it may already be too 
late to do so now.

Conclusions

The musical journey my wife and I experienced in Jewish Iran in 
the 1960s was not the one expected.  This is of course an old anthropological 
WUXWK��RQH�ZH�LPSDUW�WR�QHZ�LQLWLDWHV�LQWR�¿HOG�UHVHDUFK��IRU�LW�PDNHV�WKHVH�
experiences truly exciting.

In the Iran we came to understand, Jewish musical professionals 
dominated the community’s performance of music in almost every musical 
encounter, whether secular or religious.  These two musical genres were 
kept in separate domains and few performers crossed-over the seemingly 
intentional barrier.  Within the secular music domain, most of the Jewish 
professionals were performers of popular/topical music, or local/regional 
folk and dance music.  Only a few managed to transcend Iranian art 
PXVLF��EXW�WKH\�ZHUH�RIWHQ�FRQVLGHUHG�DPRQJ�LWV�¿QHVW�SHUIRUPHUV���-HZLVK�
SURIHVVLRQDO� PXVLFLDQV� LQ� WKH� ����V� FRQWLQXHG� WR� EH� VLJQL¿FDQW� LQ� WKH�
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appears to be greater variation of this tradition.
In my opinion, the most interesting liturgical music tradition was 

centered on the chanting of  slihot  during the month of Ellul through 
Yom Kippur, the special texts for the prayer vigils of Hoshana Rabba and 
Shavu’to, and the  kinot  for Tisha B’av.  These and related texts had two 
fascinating components, one liturgical and the other musical.

The liturgical component is most unusual, if not absolutely unique. 
The old indigenous liturgy was totally replaced by the Sephardic tradition, 
perhaps as late as the early nineteenth century.25  Few hints of the earlier 
tradition remains.   But the way texts were handled by the shaliah tzibbur  
on certain occasions is worthy of mention.

For example, prayer texts that were normally silent, such as 
the evening silent  amida prayer on Rosh Hashana, would be chanted 
aloud while infrequently utilized texts were begun in Hebrew and then, 
depending on the competence of the  shaliah tzibbur, would be chanted 
in Persian or Judeo-Persian, at sight!  The texts were often very moving 
and lent themselves to extended and emotional interpretation, so that the 
emerging elaboration was as much a sermonizing and philosophically 
creative poetic construction,  as it was a “translation.” The emotive quality 
of these performances was compelling. Moods could be shifted from 
anger to sorrow to contrition.  The congregation became an audience of 
participants who wept and moaned as they were deeply immersed in these 
powerful spiritual moments. Furthermore, interpretation certainly served 
the practical purpose of making these texts available to the large numbers 
of functionally illiterate worshippers, much more effectively than say a 
side-by-side translation common in European and American synagogues.  
This was for many the only  possibility, since large numbers of Jews were 
not only illiterate in Hebrew but also in Persian. As a shaliah tzibbur 
myself, I found these experiences astonishingly refreshing, remarkably 
adroit and demonstrating an outstanding command of text.

The music was likewise powerful.  Much depended on the power 
of formal Persian modes of oratory.  It was a kind of “Sprechstimme,” 
using the rhythm of the text and a stylized melodic pattern appropriate for 
times of grief and contrition.  The melodic cadences brought each section, 
no matter how elaborated, back to the appropriate mode, the  nusah 
KDW¿OOD.  Those were moments of spiritual grace as the congregation would 
participate with great “kavannah.”

The shlihe tzibbur  were not formally trained and were not paid 

25  See Elkan Nathan Adler, “The Persian Jews: Their Books and Other 
Rituals,” Jewish Quarterly Review 10 (1898): 584-625.
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irrelevant.  The vocal style of art music with its extended melisma, 
bleating, etc… is absent from liturgical music. And while occasional 
regional folk melodies may have been borrowed for certain hymn tunes or 
congregational responsorial singing, I failed to identify more than a few 
possible examples.  This insularity is quite remarkable given the active 
role of Jews in Iranian music.  Only Yemenite Jewish liturgical music is 
GHPRQVWUDEO\�DV�UHVLVWDQW�WR�RXWVLGH�LQÀXHQFH��%XW�LQ�<HPHQ��-HZLVK�PHQ�
did not participate in any way in local musical culture, and had never been 
professional musicians.

I had a delightful time tracking borrowed wandering melodies 
in Iran. My favorite was probably the result of a French emissary from 
Alliance or Otsar Hatorah.  It was a ubiquitous Yigdal melody that every 
community I visited claimed as an old original melody.  In Shiraz, some had 
OHIW�PRVW�RI�WKH�FKRUXV�LQWDFW��EXW�,UDQL¿HG�WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�WR�WKH��YHUVHV��
It seemed best preserved in Tehran but I also recorded it in Yazd, Kerman, 
Borujerd, Sanandaj, and Kermanshah. In Kermanshah, an informant 
claimed to have invented it, which turned out to be at least partially true 
– it was so changed that it might as well have been his own.  A Kashani 
informant in Tehran claimed to have brought it back from Israel. Another 
FODLPHG�LW�KDG�DOUHDG\�H[LVWHG�LQ�.DVKDQ��:KHQ�,�¿UVW�ZURWH�DERXW�LW� LQ�
1970,21 I could not identify its origins. Later, I found the same tune claimed 
as a traditional Turkish melody from Istanbul,22 and a Sukkot melody from 
Florence, Italy.23�7KH�¿QDO� FOXH� FDPH�ZKHQ� ,� KHDUG� LW� VXQJ� LQ� D�)UHQFK�
FRPHG\�¿OP�WLWOHG�The Adventures of Mad Rabbi Jacob.  In the end, its 
Western Sephardic origins are hard to deny, and a well preserved version 
from Bayonne, France used for the pilgrimage holidays is probably the 
oldest extant version.24

Most of my published research was on chanting the Tora and 
Prophets. It was easy to demonstrate that Tora cantillation belongs to the 
regional tradition shared with Iraqi and Kurdish Jews.  This is most likely 
GXH�WR�WKH�DWWHPSW�WR�PDLQWDLQ�D�¿GHOLW\�WR�WKH�ZULWWHQ�QRWDWLRQ�FDOOHG�trenv 
hngy, used by Jews the world-over. Haftara chant was a melody and there 

21  Laurence Loeb, “The Jews of Southwest Iran: A Study of Cultural 
Persistence” (Ph.D. diss., Columbia University, 1970). 367-68.
22  Isaac Behar, Sephardic Sabbath Chants (New York: Tara Publications, 
1992). 49.
23  Isaac Levy, $QWRORJLD�GH� OLWXUJLD�-XGHR�(VSDxROD, vol. 9 (Jerusalem: 
Ministry of Culture and Education, 1977). 151.
24  M. J. Benharouche-Baralia, &KDQWV� KpEUDwTXHV� WUDGLWLRQHOV (Biarritz, 
1961). 71.
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ranking profession in favor of  more attractive options. Finally, the Iranian 

elite, who once viewed art music as stimulus to philosophic contemplation 

RU�VHQVXDO�IHHOLQJV��QRZ�KDG�WKHLU�KRPH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�UHFRUGHG�PDVWHUSLHFHV�
or turned to radio or television which could provide an ever-present 

envelope of music.  Tastes also shifted in favor of European and American 

music and/or hybrid forms combining traditional genres with Western 

sounds and instrumentation.

Yet while professional music performance was largely reduced 

to special celebrations and appearances at community events, amateur 

music was in ascendance.  Western instruments such as the piano were 

becoming popular in the 1960s, but some teenagers were also studying 

santur, traditional violin, and VHWƗU. Regional mahalli  music, popular 

Iranian music, etc. was something to be learned and performed for peers.  

I was told that for many this renewed interest in indigenous music quickly 

declined among the educated in the 1970s as they rushed to become 

“worldly.”

Music of the Synagogue

Idelsohn’s collection of liturgical music from the early 1900s had 

led me to expect something special and unusual about Iranian synagogue 

music.  Had my interests not been seduced by other possibilities, I believe 

I could have made a case for the accuracy of this premise.

Yes, I know I said previously that musicianship was not especially 

prized in the knisa.  In part, I believe that professional musicians were 

generally excluded as regular shaliah tzibbur due to their unsavory 

reputation.  Furthermore, they were not often in a position successfully to 

FRPSHWH�IRU�DXFWLRQHG�KRQRUV��DQG�WKH\�ODFNHG�VXI¿FLHQW�VWDWXV�DQG�KRQRU�
to participate in synagogue WDµƗURI exchanges described elsewhere.20 There 

were exceptions of course, as I have been reminded by Farid and Hamid 

Dardashti, whose father was an art singer of considerable repute, but who 

also often served as shaliah tzibbur.

In general, the liturgical music of Iran seems remarkably free of 

WKH� LQÀXHQFHV� RI� IRUPDO� DUW�PXVLF�� 7KH� dastgaha, for example, do not 

serve as an interchangeable guides for texts as was common among Syrian 

and North African Sfardim.  The formal structures of art music, with their 

interspersing of metrical sections with non-metrical recitative is likewise 

20  Laurence Loeb, “Prestige and Piety in the Iranian Synagogue,” 

Anthropological Quarterly 51 (1978): 155-61.
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ensembles were the rule. Small ensembles for parties numbered up to 
IRXU�PXVLFLDQV��6WDQGLQJ�³RUFKHVWUDV´�FRXOG� LQFOXGH�DV�PDQ\�DV�¿IWHHQ��
Occasionally, Muslim musicians participated, and reportedly Jewish and 
Muslim performers got along well.

As is well known, the term for professional musician, motreb, is 
often used disparagingly, at least among Jews. There are several reasons 
for this, but for the most part they have nothing to do with performance 
skill or talent. Rather, it has more to do with the evolved lifestyle and 
allegations about misbehavior.

:H� KDYH� DOOXGHG� WR� WKH� ¿QDQFLDO� LQVHFXULW\� RI�PRVW�PXVLFLDQV���
But the common traditional means of securing a gigue was for a small 
group to visit the site of a forthcoming celebration and play outside until 
invited in to perform or paid to leave.19 This aggressive impoliteness 
parallels in some ways the European Jewish traditions of schnorring, 
which – similar to that institution – was perceived as akin to begging.  
This demeaning practice had disappeared by the 1960s, but had already 
sullied the reputation of the motreb.  Finally, due to frequent interaction 
with non-Jews and presence at non-Jewish events, musicians were alleged 
to eat non-kosher food, perform on Sabbaths and holidays and maintain 
much too-intimate ties with female dancers who were viewed as licentious 
and probable prostitutes.  In 1968, ordinary musicians were ranked barely 
better than butchers, beggars, and body-washers.

This disdain was further evidenced by their frequent inability 
to contract a favorable marriage, despite a shortage of men and soaring 
dowry prices.  Maybe that accounts for the high occupational endogamy 
whereby musicians often married the offspring of other musicians.  On the 
one hand, this had the positive effect of creating musical dynasties. But on 
the other, daughters of professional musicians were not considered very 
desirable mates by the social standards of Shirazi Jewish society.  About 
Keramat, seemingly so successful, yet a bachelor of 36, a fellow musician 
commented:

people say: ‘How will he be able to support his family 
when he gets old and looses his good looks?’

The swift decline of the professional musician was directly related 
to the large-scale emigration to Israel and Tehran of the Shirazi poor in 
the 1950s.  But as overall educational opportunities improved in Iran, 
new vocational possibilities enabled potential musicians to escape a low-

19  Alliance, 1903. 107.
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focused on truly musical matters, such as “skill” versus “feeling,” 
more often the discussions were centered on mundane matters such as 
remuneration for performances.

The Shirazi motreb of the late 1960s could not, for the most part, be 
considered a dedicated artist. He was earning a living in the way he knew 
best. Most of those with whom I spoke were mediocre performers by local 
standards. Few ever practiced on their instruments. But the performances 
were mostly improvisatory and could arguably have served as practice 
sessions in themselves.

One musician, Hushang, was a well-known singer and tombak  
player. His deceased father had been a WƗU and NDPƗQFKHK player.  His 
older brother in Teheran was a violinist.  He was supporting a wife, two 
young children, his mother, his wife’s siblings and her mother. Most often 
he worked with Keramat, Shiraz’s best violin performer, often as a duo. 
In this arrangement he received three-eighths of the fee, while Keramat, 
PRUH�IDPRXV�DQG�UHVSHFWHG��HDUQHG�¿YH�HLJKWKV��7KH�IHH�IRU�DQ�HYHQLQJ�
performance averaged about 500 rials, but it ranged from 300 to 2000. (By 
comparison, a Shirazi primary school teacher earned approximately 4000 
rials  per month.)  Summer was the busiest season, with two or three 

Iranian-Jewish Musicians

performances per week from June to September when Muslim and 
Jewish weddings were at their peak. In the cold of winter, performances 
slacked off to one per week or once every two-weeks. During Ramadan 
and Muharram, Muslims forbid music and Jews also refrain from major 
celebrations at these times. Jews, of course, had their own restrictions: 
Shabbat, holidays, V¿UDW�KD¶RPHU, and the three weeks preceding Tish’a 
B’av. During the peak performance months, Hushang might earn 1000 to 
1400 rials per week. During the rest of the year, his earnings were far lower 
and there were periods of no income at all.  Obviously, some musicians 
were doing better than this (e.g., Keramat), but some did far worse.

While they sometimes performed as duos, usually larger 
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ÀHGJHG�PXVLFLDQV�LQ�DOO�15 'Ɨ\HUHK  was sometimes substituted for tombak  
and in intimate settings, VHWƗU  for WƗU.  Interestingly, there were no reported 
professional santur players.  Wills had reported nineteenth-century Shirazi 
Jewish musicians using dohol (a large frame drum) and ney  (transverse 
ÀXWH���EXW�WKHVH�WRR�ZHUH�QR�ORQJHU�SOD\HG�16

In the late 1960s, the most accomplished Shirazi musicians 
were Jewish. Some were outstanding. Jalal Qanuni playing TDQXQ, Jalal 
Balazadeh on WƗU with Manucher Shirazi singing and playing tombak, for 
example, were often asked to perform for the Shah. Indeed, they were 
involved in the coronation celebration, especially when the festivities 
moved to Shiraz and 7DNKW�H� -DPVKLG [Persopolis]. Some were well-
known, because their recordings were widely distributed.  Sometimes 
WKH\�DGRSWHG�VXUQDPHV�ZKLFK��LGHQWL¿HG�WKHLU�SURIHVVLRQ��H�J���6KLUDNKXQ��
Qanuni, Qanunchi,  Zamir (Hebrew for Nightingale), and Managen 
(mnagen: Hebrew for “play” and instrument).

A century ago, being a musician was supposedly lucrative.17 
By the 1960s, however, it was merely an unreliable source of income, 
because while pay was good, opportunity to perform was sporadic.  It was 
reported that around the turn of the century, the arts were organized under 
the control of the Shah, who designated a chief of the arts, who in turn 
appointed someone to serve as the head of the local QDTƗUHK� NKƗQHK.18 
Musicians were expected to provide music for royal occasions, e.g., a 
VDOƗP or a WDµ]L\HK [passion play] during Muharam. I have no information 
about Jewish participation in this institution, although with control over 
performing troops and Jews among the prominent performers, it is likely 
that Jewish musicians had some role in the QDTƗUHK�NKƗQHK.   Were any 
appointed to head these institutions? I can only speculate.  In Shiraz, 
Jewish musicians were associated in an informal guild, much as the 
goldsmiths. By the 1960s, its organization had disintegrated and was not 
well understood by the remaining musicians.  Sometimes, during the day, 
Jewish musicians could be found socializing outside the three Jewish-
owned music stores near the mahalleh.  While conversations sometimes 

15  In addition, there were two honar pisheh who performed with Muslim 
groups of eight to ten.
16  C. J. Wills, Persia as It Is (London: Sampson, Low, Marston, Searle and 
Rivington, 1887). 165.
17  Alliance, 1903. 108.  Descos, 1908. 233.
18  Desco does not clarify whether he is referring to a negar khaneh [house 
of arts] or perhaps QDTTDUHK�NKDQHK [house of the kettle drum]. I have not been 
made aware of what the correct term actually is.
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music professionals.
Secular music performance allowed for a far broader range of 

choice, e.g., vocal and instrumental, art music and folk music, local vs. 
regional or even national style, urban and rural, individual and ensemble.  
In short, secular music-making allowed for professionalization with 
positive and negative implications.

Music enjoys an ambivalent status in Iranian Shi’ism.  Thanks 
WR�WKH�6X¿��WUDGLWLRQ��PXVLF�DQG�SRHWU\�DUH�VHHQ�DV�SRWHQWLDOO\�XSOLIWLQJ��
inspiring, emotionally engaging. The affective, positive, joy-oriented 
aspects of Jalal al-din Rumi and his disciples clash with more iconoclastic 
views of Imami Shi’ism.  With the Safavid adoption of Shi’ism, religiously 
approved music was intended for religious events alone.  While art music 
and folk music could not be eliminated, they were clearly not respected 
E\� WKH� LQÀXHQWLDO� FOHUJ\�� �3URIHVVLRQDO�PXVLFLDQV�ZHUH� VHHQ�DV� HQJDJHG�
in a profession bordering on najess  so that for a 300 year period, much 
of Iranian music was performed, preserved, and developed by dhimmis, 
Armenians, Nestorians, Zoroastrians and, most of all, Jews.  Jewish 
involvement in large numbers is not surprising, as Jews were the largest 
and most widely dispersed minority population in the pre-modern period.

Music neither died nor diminished due to clerical opposition.  But 
along with some of the repressive restrictions on physical contact with 
Jews and reduced opportunities in some economic arenas, came new 
opportunities in crafts, silver and goldsmithing, and music-making.

Since most of my research was in Shiraz, I am most familiar 
with the music profession there.  In the late 1960s, there were no more 
instrument makers.11 They had migrated to Tehran. But there were many 
performers.  In 1903, there had been 60 professional musicians in Shiraz,12 
far more than in Teheran.13 Informants reported that at their height, around 
1950, there were at least 150-200 professional musicians in Shiraz.  Habib 
Levi claims that at that time, 10% of Shirazi men were musicians, as many 
as 250!14 

In 1968, the number had diminished at a time when live music 
performance of traditional music was in serious decline.  I counted nine 
violinists (two or three still playing the NDPƗQFKHK), one TƗQXQ  player, 
fourteen WƗU players, and sixteen singer/tombak  or zarb players; forty full 

11  Two local Jews could still repair violin bows and tar frets.
12  Alliance, 1903. 108.
13  Descos, 1908. 203.
14  Levi, 1960. III: 1011.
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women never danced professionally because of the sexual implications 
and social stigma.  That said, I remain puzzled as to why there were no 
examples of male or female traditional dancing at Jewish celebrations or on 
other occasions.  No line, circle, or group dancing could even be recalled.  
When dancing seemed called for, it was either done by professional non-
-HZLVK�ZRPHQ�GDQFHUV�RU�VHOI�FRQVFLRXVO\�±�DQG�TXLWH�EULHÀ\�±�E\�DPDWHXU�
imitation of traditional Iranian dancing.  However, everybody appreciated  
good belly dancing and much to my ethnocentric aesthetic expectations, 
it was usually not some svelte young attractive female who received the 
accolades, but rather plump, often middle aged women who could ripple 
WKH�PRVW�DPRXQW�RI�ÀHVK�

It is possible that earlier traditions of Jewish music and dance may 
have simply disappeared, but their absence was a major disappointment 
and was, in part, responsible for my shifting my primary focus from music 
to other aspects of Jewish life and culture. However, Jewish musicians 
performing art music were the  major performers of art music in Iran, and 
did so in a manner totally acceptable to the Iranian non-Jewish listener.  
Was there anything Jewish  about these performances?  At the time I did not 
really think so.  Some years later, however,  I hypothesized that elements 
of Jewish music might indeed be imbedded in both Iranian art and folk 
music, planted inadvertently most probably, but perhaps purposefully in 
some instances.10 To date, no one has tested this thesis.

Whereas Jewish women were largely excluded from public music-
SHUIRUPLQJ�±�H[FHSW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRQ¿QHV�RI�VWULFWO\�VHJUHJDWHG�IHPDOH�VSDFH�
– men had no such constraints.  Musical expression had several potential 
outlets within two spheres, secular and sacred. Sacred music performances 
were most often within the knisa [synagogue] through assuming the role of  
shaliah tzibbur [cantor] or by volunteering song at extra-synagogal events 
such as weddings, circumcisions, and at houses of mourning.  Special text 
recitation (e.g. tora, haftara, mgilla, hashkava, thillim, slihot) or Shahin 
reading, required knowledge of Hebrew text – or Judeo-Persian – as well 
as musical skill.  It further required competence in the established prayer 
modes, melodies, and style.  How this was learned, who was permitted to 
serve in singing-leader capacity, what role did instrumental music play 
LQ�WKLV�JHQUH��ZLOO�EH�H[SORUHG�ODWHU��6XI¿FH�LW�WR�VD\��DW�WKLV�MXQFWXUH��WKDW�
professional secular musicians rarely served as regular, repeat performers 
of sacred liturgical music and, I observe, the quality of sacred music 
performance was often far below the quality performance range of secular 

10  Laurence Loeb, “The Jewish Musician and the Music of Fars,” Asian 
Music 4 (1972): 3-14.
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Non-liturgical music performed by Jewish musicians proved more 
GLI¿FXOW�WR�FROOHFW�DQG��DW�WKH�WLPH��OHVV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�IRU�PH��7KHUH�VHHPHG�WR�
be little in the music I heard performed at weddings and social occasions 
that would differentiate it from non-Jewish folk music. Surprisingly little 
semi-liturgical music was played or sung at Jewish ritual occasions – e.g., 
brit mila,  weddings, etc… – and no participatory Jewish dancing either.  
This is not to say that Shirazi Jews were musically uncreative.  Topical 
songs were created spontaneously, using a known, often popular melody – 
WKH�QHZ�O\ULFV�UHVSRQVLYH�WR�WKH�RFFDVLRQ��7KH�WH[WV�ZHUH�VSHFL¿F��QDPLQJ�
or alluding to real individuals, and sometimes politically targeted. Many 
males would participate in an informal contest to demonstrate the most 
original text while maintaining rhythm and melody.  However, these 
“songs” disappeared as fast as they appeared and were not recalled at later 
occasions.

Wedding songs, the most common form of semi-sacred singing, 
ZDV�QRQ�VSHFL¿F��DYRLGLQJ�PHQWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRXSOH�DQG�QRW�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�UHDO�
events.  Folk songs, generally, were surprisingly scarce. Strangely absent 
were ballads or epics that recalled events in local history, persecutions, or 
deliverance. Women sung infrequently.  My wife heard no work songs or 
EDOODGV�DW�KRPH��WKRXJK�RFFDVLRQDOO\�OXOODELHV�±�QRW�VSHFL¿FDOO\�-HZLVK�±�
were sung to encourage sleepy children to nap during the day.

Dance too was hardly present.  In Shiraz and elsewhere, there 
had been a nineteenth-century tradition of Jewish professional dancing, 
often by young prepubescent boys dressed as women.  The unpleasant 
implications of this are described by Edward Browne6 and railed against 
by the representatives of Alliance Israelite Universelle.7 Jewish dancers 
were sometimes so effective that they became royal favorites.  One, 
Yekutiel, mentioned by Israel Benjamin8 was made “prime minister” 
[sic!] by the Shah, presumably Nasir al-Din, and led the Shah’s forces 
in crushing a rebellion in Isfahan.  Another almost provoked a pogrom 
against the Jews of Shiraz through an alleged insult to an ƗNKXQG [religious 
leader].9 Exactly when and how Jewish male professional dancing ceased 
is unknown, but there were no vestiges of it by the mid-1960s.  Jewish 

6  Edward G. Browne, A Year Amongst the Persians (London: Adams and 
Charles Black, 1950).
7  Bulletin mensuel de l’Alliance Israelite Universelle, 1905. 94.
8  Israel Joseph Benjamin, (LJKW�<HDUV�LQ�$VLD�DQG�$IULFD�±������WR����� 
(Hannover, 1859). 238-39.
9  Bulletin mensuel de l’Alliance Israelite Universelle, 1905. 94-96.
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Furthermore, the music is divorced from its context.  Shirazi, Isfahani, 
Tehrani etc. music are treated as parts of a collective, shared musical 
experience, but Idelsohn fails adequately to demonstrate the validity of 
this assumption.

Any suggestion that we had any real inkling as to what we 
were getting ourselves into when my newlywed wife and I arrived in 
0HKUƗEƗG�DLUSRUW�LQ�$XJXVW�RI������ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�TXLFNO\�GLVFDUGHG�
as we disembarked from the plane wearing white pith helmets.  I think 
our naiveté was so completely obvious that Iranian customs did not even 
ERWKHU�WR�LQVSHFW�DOO�RI�RXU�HTXLSPHQW��¿OP��DQG�WDSHV��PDWHULDO�WKDW�SURYHG�
so valuable in collecting our data.

One week later we were in Shiraz, where we found a wonderful 
apartment in a Jewish home on NXFKHK�\H�,]DGL, near NKLƗEƗQ�H�6DµDGL, 
RQO\�D�¿IWHHQ�PLQXWH�ZDON�IURP�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH��mahalleh. We spent the 
QH[W�¿IWHHQ�PRQWKV�JHWWLQJ�WR�NQRZ�DQG�JHWWLQJ�WR�EH�NQRZQ�WR�WKH�-HZLVK�
community of Shiraz.  Not that we were totally accepted, I discovered, when 
after about six months, a Jewish school principal quietly asked whether I 
had been sent by the CIA.  My wife developed superb rapport with women 
of all social levels and was especially appreciated by the mahalleh women, 
because she looked like a native and her street Persian was convincing 
DQG�LOOLWHUDWH��PDNLQJ�KHU�VRFLDOO\�FRPSDWLEOH���0\�3HUVLDQ�ZDV�OHVV�ÀXHQW��
in part because the men with whom I worked most preferred to speak a 
mixture of Hebrew and Persian, though not the traditional ]DEƗQ�H�µHEUL on 
which I later collected some data.

Within a couple of months, my wife and I were both studying 
the santur with a Jewish college student.  We never made much progress, 
because our attention was diverted to many other matters. But the assistant 
director of the Joint was the son of Jalal Qanuni, who had gone to Iraq in 
the 1920s and returned a master TƗQXQ player, reintroducing the instrument 
back into Iranian art music. These contacts gradually led to interaction 
with a variety of professional Jewish musicians.

My primary musical interest was Jewish liturgical music.  I 
recorded multiple versions of most everything still being practiced, 
UHFHQWO\�LQWURGXFHG��DQG�VRPH�WKLQJV�±�OLNH�UHFLWDWLRQ�RI�6KƗKLQ�±�EDUHO\�
remembered.  We traveled extensively, collecting liturgical music in 
Isfahan, Tehran [mostly Kashani], Borujerd, Nahavand, Hamadan, 
Kermanshah, Sanandaj, Mashhad, Yazd, and Kerman, while comparing 
our ethnographic data from Shiraz and remnant communities in Fars with 
life in these other communities.  Much of what was learned has been 
published but the music remains, thirty years later, largely unanalyzed. 
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wanted to study the music of a community still thriving in what I later 
learned they viewed as galut, “exile.”  But the Jewish communities of 
North Africa – Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia – were disintegrating 
because of the sweeping political changes there. Libya was unstable, and 
Yemen was totally inhospitable to research of any kind.  And so I was 
drawn to consider the Jews of Iran, about whom surprisingly little was 
known.

Perhaps it was GDVW�H� NKRGƗ [God’s hand] guiding my choice, 
because it proved to be fortuitous.  At that time, knowing no Persian at 
all, I vociferously read just about everything in Hebrew and in European 
languages that described Iranian Jewry, and discovered that there really was 
no usable history of Iranian Jewry.  Hanina Mizrahi, a delightful elderly 
man when I met him in Jerusalem in August of 1967, had contributed 
some useful material on Jewish folklore and ethnography,1 and with the 
help of friends in Tehran, I made the acquaintance of Habib Levy and 
explored his attempts to render a usable text from oral, folklorist, and 
written sources on the history of Iranian Jewry.2 Walter Fischel’s material3 
DQG�WKH�FKURQLFOHV�RI�%ƗEƗ¶L�LEQ�/RWI�DQG�%ƗEƗ¶L�LEQ�)DUKƗG�LQ�WKH�)UHQFK�
abridgment4 rounded out the major Jewish sources then available on 
Jewish community life during the past 500 years.

There was, of course, also Abraham Idelsohn’s major study of the 
Persian Jewish liturgical music, Gesänge der persischen, bucharischen 
und daghestanischen Juden published in 1922,5 which appropriately linked 
these communities and their synagogue music. In general terms, Idelsohn 
shows that most of Iranian Jewish liturgical music of the early part of the 
century utilizes the familiar modes shared by Jewish societies the world-
over.  Some of those same melodies were still clearly recognizable 50 
years later when I conducted my own research.  But Idelsohn’s corpus 
of music is sketchy, really fragmentary.  He was most interested in the 
comparative aspect of his work, which leaves it far from comprehensive. 

1  Hanina Mizrahi, Yehudey Faras (Tel Aviv: Dvir, 1959).

2  Habib Levy, 7DULNK�H�<DKXG�H�,UDQ (Tehran: Berukhim and Sons, 1960).

3  Walter Fischel, “The Jews of Persia: 1795-1940,” Jewish Social Studies 
12 (1958): 119-60.

4  Wilhlem Bacher, “Un épisode de l’histoire des juifs de Perse après les 
chroniques poètiques de Babai et de Babai b. Farhad,” Revue des études juives 47 
(1904): 262-82.

5  A. Z. Idelson, Gesänge der persischen, bucharischen und 
GDJKHVWDQLVFKHQ� -XGHQ�� +HEUlLVFK�RULHQWDOLVFKHU� PHORGLHQVFKDW] (Jerusalem: 
Benjamin Harz Verlag, 1922).
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sizable number of Iranian Jews participated in the revolutionary movement 
of 1978/79, but most felt that they would fare better outside Iran and left.87 
In leaving the land of Queen Esther, they once more demonstrated their 
cultural integration in Iranian society, for, like their Baha’i, Christian, 
Muslim, and Zoroastrian fellow emigrants, they overwhelmingly chose 
the United States as their new home,88 not Israel.

87  For a discussion of the state of non-Muslims in post-revolutionary Iran, 
see Eliz Sanasarian, Religious Minorities in Iran (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2000).
88  On Iranian Jews in Los Angeles, see Ron Kelley, “Ethnic and Religious 
Communities from Iran in Los Angeles,” Ron Kelley et al., eds., Irangeles: Iranians 
in Los Angeles (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993), 98-113; and Amnon 
Netzer, “Immigration, Iranian,” Jack Fischel and Sanford Pinsker, eds., -HZLVK�
American History and Culture: An Encyclopedia (New York: Garland, 1992), 265-
267.
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 But the nation is a construct based on some ascriptive feature, and 

so the creation of the state of Israel provided Jews in Iran with an alternative 

community of which they could conceivably imagine themselves to be 

members. Iran’s other religious minorities did not have such a clear cut 

option: for Armenians, the appeal of the Soviet Republic of Armenia was 

limited by communism; Assyrians had no territory of their own anywhere; 

and Zoroastrians and Baha’is were followers of religions that had originated 

in Iran.
 After 1948, many poorer Iranian Jews chose life in Israel over life in 
Iran as Israel offered better prospects of prosperity, although some regretted 
their choice and returned. But those Jews who stayed in Iran felt a loyalty to 
both states and to both nations, imagining themselves as members of both 
the community of Iranians and the community of Jews. They saw no need 
to choose between them, since the relations between the two states were 
good; one might even argue that from a purely geopolitical stand point, the 
two nations are natural allies. The icon of the Judeo-Persian synthesis was 
and is Cyrus, founder of the Achaemenid Empire and liberator of the Jews 
who is mentioned favorably in the Bible:85 in Iran, Israel, or Los Angeles, 
Jewish institutions, including sports clubs, bear his name. The same Cyrus 
was also fetishized by the last Shah as the founder of the Iranian monarchy, 
facilitating the synergy between Jews and the Pahlavi regime. The historical 
Cyrus had allowed Jews to return to the Holy Land; his self-proclaimed 
successor maintained cordial relations with the second set of returnees.
 But the existence of the state of Israel, and Iranian Jewry’s 
sympathy for that state, led others to suspect them of unclear loyalties. This 
suspicion started a vicious circle: many nationalistic Iranians did not fully 
trust Iranian Jews, and this mistrust in turn hurt the feelings of Jews who 
considered themselves to be loyal citizens of Iran, with a stake in Iranian 
culture twice as ancient as that of Iranian Muslims. Their estrangement 
from Iran and sympathy for Israel in turn reinforced Muslims’ suspicions. 
The Arab-Israeli War of 1967 and the subsequent football game between 
the national teams of Iran and Israel sharpened this malaise, and the anti-
6HPLWLF�H[FHVVHV�RI� WKLV�JDPH�FRQ¿UPHG�WKH� OLQN�EHWZHHQ�PRGHUQ�DQWL�
Semitism in the Middle East and the creation of the state of Israel.86 A 

85  Perhaps the name of Cyrus resonated more with Jews than with other 

Iranians, including Zoroastrians, who had no historical memory of Cyrus and whose 

knowledge of pre-Islamic Iranian history came largely from the epic tradition of the 

Shahnameh, which does not mention Cyrus. See also Amnon Netzer, “Some Notes 

on the Characterization of Cyrus the Great in Jewish and Judeo-Persian Writings,” 

Acta Iranica 2 (1974): 35-52.

86  Bernard Lewis, 6HPLWHV�DQG�$QWL�6HPLWHV��$Q� ,QTXLU\� LQWR�&RQÀLFW�DQG�
Prejudice (New York: W.W. Norton, 1986).
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attributes distinguished them from Muslims; and the ritual commandments 
(for instance concerning dietary restrictions) of their religion were closer to 
Islam than those of Zoroastrianism or Christianity.  
 That Jews, along with other non-Muslims, faced discrimination and 
contempt in traditional Iranian society is too well attested in both indigenous 
sources and foreign travelers’ accounts to be questioned by any but the most 
ahistorical and apologetic adherents of the thesis that “Islam is tolerant,” for 
even one inclined to accept the thesis must admit that Muslims, like adherents 
of all other religions, very often disregard their religion’s strictures in their 
daily behavior. But Jews were not the only marginalized group in traditional 
society, and the Muslim majority was not monolithic. Iranian society as a 
whole was a mosaic of different ascriptive and status groups enmeshed in 
a complex web of relationships of power and subordination, and it is this 
complexity that allowed different religious communities to survive through 
the centuries, as they did not face a monolithic majority bloc.82 With the 
DGYHQW�RI�VHFXODULVP� LQ� WKH�����V�� WKH�ZHLJKW�RI�DVFULSWLYH� LGHQWL¿FDWLRQV�
lightened, allowing a greater amount of social integration to take place 
alongside the already existing cultural integration. This made those incidents 
of discrimination that did occur stand out even more, for a human being 
remembers one humiliation more vividly than a hundred cases of non-
discriminatory behavior. Any discussion of non-Muslims’ place in Iranian 
society must therefore endeavor to stay clear of both the Scylla of brushing 
instances of discrimination under the rug and the Charybdis of lining them 
up on a string to prove that the history of Iran’s religious minorities is an 
uninterrupted tale of woe and pain.
 In Iran, as elsewhere in recent history, the social integration of 
religious minorities increased as one went up the social ladder: better 
educated and richer Iranians were less likely to keep to themselves, whether 
they were Muslims, Jews, or adherents of Iran’s other religions.83 In Iran’s 
elite schools, pupils of all religious backgrounds studied together, played 
together, and developed lasting friendships, forming a modern middle and 
upper middle class that liked to think of itself as tolerant and open-minded 
LQ�PDWWHUV�RI�UHOLJLRQ�±�DQG�LUUHOLJLRQ��7KH�WUDFN�DQG�¿HOG�FKDPSLRQ�-HDQHWWH�
Kohan-Sedq was a perfect example of this integration: when she died in the 
FRPSDQ\�RI�D�0XVOLP�IULHQG�DQG�IHOORZ�DWKOHWH��6LPLQ�6KD¿µL��KHU�UHODWLYHV�
DWWHQGHG� 6KD¿µL¶V� IXQHUDO� VHUYLFH� LQ� WKH�PRVTXH��ZKLOH� 6KD¿µL¶V� UHODWLYHV�
attended Kohan-Sedq’s service in the synagogue.84

Tehran favored the adoption of standard Persian.
82  For examples about how this worked in practice, see Goldstein, “The 
Paradigm of Protection.”
83  This is not to say that at the lower end of the social ladder there was nothing 
but strife and that at the upper level there was no bigotry.
84  Personal communication, Rosa Pirnazar, 7 February 1999, Los Angeles.
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was adopted for the eighth or ninth day after Passover;76 and in more recent 
times, Count Gobineau told us in 1865, Jews, “sharing the Persian passion 
for drama,” wrote their own passion plays in imitation of Shiite WDµ]LDK plays 
– but did not perform them, for fear of being seen as parodying Muslims.77 
In everyday language, Jews colloquially refer to the rabbi as PROOƗ or 
even ƗNKXQG, and to the synagogue as masjed – a terminology shared with 
Muslims.78 Jewish houses of strength must be seen as part of this cultural 
integration. But they appeared precisely at a time when the institution of the 
]XUNKƗQHK went into decline, and so we cannot tell whether they could have 
been a harbinger of greater social integration among athletes.  
 In legal terms, social integration became possible in the wake of 
the Constitutional Revolution of 1906. This revolution granted non-Muslims 
almost full citizenship,79 and prepared the ground for greater desegregation 
under the secularizing rule of Reza Shah (1925-41),80 when Jews started 
to move out of the mahalleh and settle in other parts of the capital.  From 
the mid-1920s to the mid-1970s, the social integration of Jews (and other 
non-Muslims) in Iranian society constantly increased, interrupted only by 
the impact of Nazism in the late 1930s and 1940s, as mentioned above. 
Culturally, the Jews were perhaps the most integrated of all the religious 
minorities in Iran save the Baha’is. Unlike Iran’s old Christian minorities 
(Armenians and Assyrians), they largely abandoned their own languages 
and dialects for standard Persian in the twentieth century;81 no physical 
76  It is called UX]�H�EƗJK [day of the garden] (sometimes UX]�H�VƗO), and has 
been carried to Israel.  See Judith L. Goldstein, “Iranian Ethnicity in Israel: The 
Performance of Identity,” Alex Weingrod, ed., Studies in Israeli Ethnicity: After the 
Ingathering (New York: Gordon and Breach Science Publishers, 1985), 240-243.
77  [Comte de] Gobineau, Religions et philosophies dans l’Asie Centrale 
(Paris: Gallimard, 1957), 406
78  Perhaps the use of these words was originally a precaution used in public 
spaces in order not to draw attention.
79 � 6HH� =KƗQHW�ƖIƗUL� >-DQHW�$IDU\@�� ³(QTHOƗE�H�PDVKUXWHK�� QDNKRVWLQ� JƗP�
EDUƗ\�H�PREƗUH]HK�EƗ�\DKXGL�VHWL]L�GDU�,UƗQ�´�LQ�6DUVKDU�DQG�6DUVKDU��HGV���<DKXGLƗQ�H�
LUƗQL�GDU�WƗULNK�H�PRµƗVHU�
80  It should be remembered that the Constitutional Revolution improved the 
legal status of minorities, but not necessarily their treatment by the rest of society. As 
ODWH�DV�������6H\\HG�=LƗ¶HGGLQ�7DEƗWDEƗ¶L��DV�SDUW�RI�KLV�QHZ�UHJLPH¶V�UHYROXWLRQDU\�
measures to “improve hygiene” in Tehran, ordered Jews to wear a black patch on 
their clothes and Armenians to move their shops to the north side of the city. Ja’far 
Shahri, 7ƗULNK�H� HMWHPƗµL�\H� 7HKUƗQ� GDU� TDUQ�H� VL]GDKRP�� YRO�� ��� �7HKUDQ��5HVƗ��
1990), 346
81  The Jews of Iranian Kurdistan originally spoke an Aramaic dialect, while 
most other Jews spoke various dialects of Judeo-Persian, which was written in the 
Hebrew alphabet and contained many Hebrew words. Large scale emigration to 
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 The Iranian government’s aim was to place second in the overall 
medal count, after Japan.  This made the People’s Republic of China, which 
ironically had been admitted to the Games thanks to Iranian brokerage,71 
WKH�FRXQWU\�WR�EHDW��7R�HQKDQFH�LWV�FKDQFHV��,UDQLDQ�RI¿FLDOV�SHUVXDGHG�WKH�
organizers (allegedly by dispensing liberal amounts of caviar and rugs) to 
give a medal to each one of a team’s players in team sports: thus a victory 
against Israel would net Iran enough medals to place second. In the game 
only Israel scored, but it was an own goal, and so Iran won 1 to 0. Of course, 
rumors immediately circulated that the Israelis had lost intentionally.72 At the 
same games, Israel netted gold medals in basketball, for which the Israeli 
QDWLRQDO�DQWKHP�ZDV�KHDUG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�SXEOLF�LQ�,UDQ��SURPSWLQJ�D�
IHZ�GLHKDUG�RSSRQHQWV�RI�WKH�-HZLVK�VWDWH�WR�WUDPSOH�WKH�,VUDHOL�ÀDJ�LQ�WKH�
sports hall.73

Conclusion

� $� QDWLRQ� LV� QRW� D� QDWXUDO� DQG� REMHFWLYHO\� GH¿QHG� VXEJURXS� RI�
humanity, but a social construct, an “imagined community.”74 Different 
SHRSOH�VHL]H�RQ�GLIIHUHQW�GLPHQVLRQV�RI�D�SRSXODWLRQ� WR�GH¿QH� WKH�QDWLRQ��
language, history, religion, territory, and race all play a role in inducing 
people to think of their section of humanity as a “nation” apart from others. 
Under the Pahlavi monarchy, the concept of “nation” that the state tried to 
imprint on the citizenry’s imagination sharply reduced the relevance of Islam 
WR�,UDQLDQV¶�QDWLRQDO�VHOI�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��7KLV�VHFXODULVP��ZKLOH�DUWL¿FLDO�IURP�
WKH�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ�RI�PDQ\�0XVOLPV��QRW�RQO\�EHQH¿WHG�UHOLJLRXV�PLQRULWLHV�
but also gave them the option of feeling part of the Iranian nation.
 Culturally, Iranian Jews have always been well integrated into Iranian 
society, sharing a common culture with the majority population. Examples 
abound: Judeo-Persian poetry partook of the Persian epic tradition, as 
Biblical themes were treated in the manner of the 6KƗK�QƗPHK;75 the Iranian 
custom of spending the thirteenth day after the New Year in the countryside 
<ƗGGƗVKWKƗ�\H�µ$ODP, vol. 3, 20.
71  Ibid. 28, 281, and 297
72  Among Jewish Iranians this goal (in Persian: gol) gave rise to the boutade 
that France had been saved by do gol (a pun on ‘two goals’ and de Gaulle) while 
Iran’s Jews had been saved by yek gol (one goal).
73  Lotfollah Hay, personal interview, 6 February 1999, Los Angeles. As the 
representative of Iran’s Jews in parliament, Hay acted as host of the visiting Israelis.
74  Benedict Anderson, ,PDJLQHG�&RPPXQLWLHV��5HÀHFWLRQV�RQ�WKH�2ULJLQ�DQG�
Spread of Nationalism (London: Verso, 1983).
75  Vera Moreen, “The ‘Iranization’ of Biblical Heroes in Judeo-Persian Epics: 
Shahin’s $UGDVKLU�QDPDK and µ(]UƗ�QDPDK,” Iranian Studies 29:3-4 (1996): 321-
338.
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Israel soccer game, ostensibly borne out of hostility to Israel and Zionism, 
ended up weakening the non-Zionist position of those Jews who desired 
social integration in Iran.
 The 1968 victory made soccer a true mass phenomenon in Iran. Two 
popular singers, Vigen and Delkash, recorded songs to the glory of Iran’s 
team. Players became frequent guests on radio shows and their photos were 
traded on street corners. More and more youngsters began playing informal 
games with cheap plastic balls, giving rise to yet another rumor, namely 
WKDW�WKLV�SKHQRPHQRQ�EHQH¿WHG�VDOHV�RI�+DELE�(OJKDQLDQ¶V�3ODVFR�IDFWRU\��
producer of the plastic balls. A decade later, an octogenarian Habib Elghanian 
was executed by the revolutionaries in early 1979, the appeals for clemency 
by Jewish intellectuals who had participated in the revolution having come 
to naught.68 His prosecutors did not mention the football episode, and built 
their case on his general contacts with Israel. But when the father and son 
who owned Tehran’s Sinai Hotel were executed, it was widely believed by 
Iranian Jews that this was in retaliation for having hosted the Israeli football 
team.69

 In 1974, the Asian Games took place in Tehran. Only one year after 
the quadrupling of oil prices had made Iran rich, the Shah’s regime wanted 
to use the hosting of the Asian Games to enhance the country’s international 
SUR¿OH��,I�VXFFHVVIXO��WKH�HYHQW�PLJKW�SUHVDJH�2O\PSLF�*DPHV��WKH�KRVWLQJ�
of which in 1964 had consecrated Japan’s membership in the rich countries’ 
club. The year after the October War, Iran and Israel again faced each other in 
7HKUDQ��WKLV�WLPH�DV�¿QDOLVWV�LQ�WKH�$VLDQ�*DPHV��,VUDHO�KDG�MRLQHG�WKH�$VLDQ�
Games Federation, which organized these Asian “Olympics” in 1952, two 
\HDUV�DIWHU�WKH�¿UVW�$VLDQ�*DPHV�KDG�EHHQ�KHOG��&RPLQJ�LQ�WKH�ZDNH�RI�WKH�
1973 October War, the 1974 games had sharp political overtones. Sensing 
WKDW� WKHLU� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�PLJKW� EH� IUDXJKW�ZLWK�GLI¿FXOWLHV�� WKH� ,VUDHOLV� VHQW�
the biggest team ever, 61 athletes, to Tehran. It went back with nineteen 
medals, these victories having been facilitated by the fact that athletes from 
the People’s Republic of China, North Korea, Kuwait, and Pakistan refused 
to play against the Israelis.70

and reached a peak of 2000 in 1969, before declining again to 1576 in 1970; 1400 in 
1971; 900 in 1972; and 725 in 1973.  Amnon Netzer, 7ƗULNK�H�\DKXG�GDU�µDVU�H�MDGLG 
(Jerusalem: Author, 1998), 351.
68  Ahmad Alibabaï, personal interview, 21 June 1982, Cologne.
69  Janet Afary, personal communication.
70  Uriel Simri, “Sport and Physical Education in the State of Israel,” Horst 
Ueberhorst, ed., Geschichte der Leibesübungen, volume 6 (Berlin: B & W Bartels 
& Wernitz Verlag, 1989), 572-573. In the spring of 1973, the Egyptian ambassador 
to Tehran had tried in vain to dissuade Iran from inviting an Israeli team, but the 
Iranian government had pointed out that the various teams would come to Iran at the 
LQYLWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�$VLDQ�6SRUWV�)HGHUDWLRQ��QRW�WKH�,UDQLDQ�JRYHUQPHQW��µƖOLNKƗQL��HG���
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swastikas were released into the air.63 Some threatened to kill the umpire on 
the spot if he showed any favors to the visitors; many spectators had come 
with knives to “defend” themselves against the rumored Jewish supporters. 
It appears that in the game secular Jews tried to support both sides and treat 
it as a friendly encounter, while the poorer, and more religious, Jews of 
Tehran’s South End supported the Israelis on religious grounds. This split 
mirrored that among Muslim Iranians, among whom observant people were 
more likely to root for the Iranian side on religious grounds, while secular 
Iranians cheered for their team for more nationalistic reasons.
 In the end, the hosts beat the guests 2 to 1, and as Iran became Asian 
football champion, the joy was great in the stadium. 1RTO (sugar-covered 
almonds traditionally served on happy occasions) was thrown onto the 
¿HOG��DQG�VSHFWDWRUV�UHPDLQHG�RQ�WKH�JURXQGV�RI�WKH�VWDGLXP�IRU�WZR�KRXUV�
chanting patriotic slogans, as police cavalry nervously guarded the nearby 
U.S. embassy. A few Jews were beaten up when the game was over, and 
small bands of thugs went on a rampage later that evening, damaging a 
Jewish hospital. A number of donkeys were paraded through the streets of 
Tehran with eye-patches à la Moshe Dayan.64 The victory led to rumors that 
the government had bribed the referee to let Iran win, or alternatively that 
the Israelis had lost on purpose, so that their ally, the Shah, might bask in the 
glory of having accomplished what the Arabs had failed to do: beat Israel.65 
From the point of view of many Iranian spectators, however, the match had 
not been a contest between nations but a contest between religious groups,66 
dragging Iranian Jews into the whole affair. The ugly events surrounding 
the 1968 game led hundreds of Jewish families to leave Iran for the United 
States and Israel.67 The anti-Semitism displayed on the occasion of the Iran-
Anthropology 8:3 (Summer 1985).
63  Parviz Ghelichkhani, in a radio interview recorded in Los Angeles. In this 
LQWHUYLHZ��KH�FRQ¿UPV�WKDW�WKH�UXPRUV�DERXW�(OJKDQLDQ�ZHUH�EDVHOHVV��*KHOLFKNKDQL�
was a member of Iran’s team, and shot the winning goal.
64  Peter Chelkowski, personal communication, 25 September 1998, New 
York City.
65  This conforms to a widespread pattern of football matches experienced by 
the spectators as substitutes for war. See Simon Kuper, Football Against the Enemy 
(London: Orion, 1995), especially the “Introduction,” which relates Dutch reactions 
to the 1988 victory of the Netherlands’ team against the German team, a victory that 
was celebrated by otherwise quite sober and reasonable people as a “revenge” for the 
German occupation of the Netherlands more than four decades earlier.
66 � 7KLV� LV� FRQ¿UPHG� E\� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� ZKHQ� ED]DDU� PHUFKDQWV� FROOHFWHG�
money to buy gifts for the Iranian players after the game, they refused to accept the 
contribution of Jewish merchants, ostensibly on religious grounds. Thaiss, “Religious 
Symbolism,” 227.
67  Emigration to Israel went up from 415 individuals in 1967 to 1200 in 1968, 
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ZKHQ�WKH\�FKDQWHG�WKHLU�VXSSRUW�IRU�LW�LQ�,VUDHO¶V�¿UVW�PDWFK�DJDLQVW�+RQJ�
Kong, they were pelted with bottles. Israel’s team met with the hostility of 
many spectators in all its remaining matches.
� :KHQ�ERWK�,UDQ�DQG�,VUDHO�TXDOL¿HG�IRU�WKH�¿QDOV�59 both Jews and 
Muslims saw this game as a sequel to the Arab-Israeli war of 1967. In 
Tehran tension rose. On May 19 (29 Ordibehesht), the day of the game, it 
was rumored – incorrectly – that Habib Elghanian, a rich Jewish industrialist 
who was unpopular with Islamic activists,60 had bought 15,000 tickets (the 
stadium held under 30,000) to distribute to Jewish Iranians so that they could 
cheer for the visitors. Few Jews attended the game, however, preferring to 
watch it on television after the untoward turn of events at the Israel/Hong 
Kong game. Tickets fetched very high prices on the black market, and a 
number of spectators took the stadium by storm, which generated a new 
rumor according to which the gates of Amjadieh Stadium had been opened 
and the public been let in free of charge so that the Shah might prove his 
pro-Islamic and pro-Iranian sentiment by making sure that Muslim Iranians 
cheered for the Iranian team.61 During the game, many spectators were 
delirious; anti-Semitic and anti-Israeli ditties were heard;62 and balloons with 

59  Iran had beaten Hong Kong, Burma, and the Republic of China, while 
Israel had been beaten by Burma. For this reason, a draw would have been enough 
for Iran to become the new champion.
60  In a sermon in 1962, the reputedly liberal S. Mahmud Taleqani had 
virulently objected to Elghanian’s building a skyscraper in Tehran (the Plasco 
building), pointing out that according to the regulations pertaining to the dhimmis, 
WKH�KRXVHV�RI�QRQ�0XVOLPV�ZHUH�QRW�WR�EH�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�KRXVHV�RI�0XVOLPV��³-DKƗG�
YD�VKDKƗGDW�´�*RIWƗU�H�µƖVKXUƗ� �7HKUDQ��6KHUNDW�H�(QWHVKƗU�������������� �%XW�IRU�
the sake of fairness, it needs to be pointed out that by 1978 Taleqani had befriended 
many Jews and advised the Jewish community on how to weather the storm of 
the revolution.  Kamran Berukhim, personal communication, 7 February 1999, 
Los Angeles. For an example of his helping a Jewish family in Yazd, see Judith 
Lynne Goldstein, “The Paradigm of Protection: Minority ‘Big Men’ in Iran,” Social 
Analysis, 9 (1981): 100.
61  Gustav Edward Thaiss, “Religious Symbolism and Social Change: The 
Drama of Husain” (Ph.D. diss., Washington University, 1973), 226-227. The story 
ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�WR�PH�E\�LQIRUPDQWV�LQ�,UDQ�
62  When Iran’s second goal was scored, some spectators reportedly chanted: 
“Goal number two is in the net – a score!  Moshe Dayan’s poor ass is ripped and 
sore.” (Verse translation by Marie Deer).  It should, however, be noted that metaphors 
of male rape pervade spectators’ discursive behavior elsewhere too. See Marcelo 
Mariò Suárez-Orozco, “A Study of Argentine Soccer: The Dynamics of its Fans and 
Their Folklore,” The Journal of Psychoanalytic Anthropology 5:1 (Winter 1982); 
and Alan Dundees, “The American Game of ‘Smear the Queer’ and the Homosexual 
Component of Male Competitive Sport and Warfare,” The Journal of Psychoanalytic 



16

H.E. Chehabi

Israel an ally of the Shah, who was (rightly) rumored to supply Israel with 
cheap oil.56�-HZLVK�,UDQLDQV��E\�FRQWUDVW��JDLQHG�LQ�VHOI�FRQ¿GHQFH�DIWHU�WKH�
quick defeat of Israel’s enemies, and could not understand why their fellow 
Iranians supported leaders such as Nasser who called the Persian Gulf the 
Arabian Gulf and supported the separation of Khuzistan from Iran: for Iranian 
Jews, support for Israel and Iranian patriotism were not incompatible, as the 
national interests of Iran and Israel converged.57

 But the Arab defeat of 1967 led to an increase in anti-Jewish feelings 
among traditional Iranian Muslims, and sermons and speeches in mosques 
contained veiled threats against Jews. This in turn weakened young Jews’ 
commitment to Iranian nationalism, for if Muslim Iranians put their religion 
above their nationality by supporting the Arabs, how could Jewish Iranians 
be expected to do the reverse? It was amidst this soul-searching that news 
arrived that Israel’s national soccer team would play in Iran to compete in the 
1968 Asian Nations’ Cup – a quadrennial event that takes place in between 
the world championships and is older than the European Nations Cup. At 
a time when Arab sports teams were boycotting Israel, Iran – ever eager to 
espouse an independent line on the Arab-Israeli issue58 – hosted a team from 
Israel.
 In the weeks leading up to the games, Tehran was rife with tension. 
Rumors spread that the Jews were supporting the Israelis, and there were 
calls to attack Jewish property and loot Jewish stores if the Israelis won, 
especially in the areas surrounding the mahalleh where poor Muslims lived 
in so-called caravanserais. Most Jews in Iran did indeed root for Israel, but 

Israeli aggression against its Arab neighbors.  Al-e Ahmad wrote an article in the 
form of an anonymous “letter from Paris,” in which he took Israel to task. It was 
published in the newspaper 'RQ\Ɨ�\H�MDGLG, but the editor was forced by SAVAK to 
FROOHFW�DOO�FRSLHV�RI�WKH�LVVXH�DIWHU�LW�ZHQW�RQ�VDOH���6HH�5H]Ɨ�%DUƗKHQL��6DIDU�H�0HVU�
YD�-DOƗO�ƖO�H�$KPDG�YD�)DOHVWLQ (Tehran: Nashr-e Avval, 1984), 153-223
56  In 1959, the National Iranian Oil Company and a number of Israeli 
companies jointly founded a company called ‘Transasiatic’ that laid a pipeline from 
(LODW�WR�D�UH¿QHU\�LQ�+DLID���,Q�������DQRWKHU�SLSHOLQH�ZDV�EXLOW�IURP�(LODW�WR�$VKNHORQ�
WR�WUDQVSRUW�UDZ�RLO��µ$OLQDTL�µƖOLNKƗQL��HG���<ƗGGƗVKWKƗ�\H�µ$ODP, vol. 1, (N.p.: New 
World Ltd., 1992), 399 n31.
57  Unless otherwise indicated, information for this section comes from a 
CIJOH interview with a Muslim Iranian who prefers to remain anonymous, and who 
was intimately involved with the events narrated.  The Jewish side of the story is 
provided by the interviewer, Mr. Faryar Nikbakht, who conducted the interview on 
17 August 1998, in Los Angeles.
58  Relations were actually quite close. See M.G. Weinbaum, “Iran and 
Israel: The Discreet Entente,” Orbis 18:4 (Winter 1975); and Sohrab Sobhani, The 
3UDJPDWLF� (QWHQWH�� ,VUDHOL�,UDQLDQ� 5HODWLRQV�� ��������� (New York: Praeger, 
1989).
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LV� H[HPSOL¿HG� E\� WKH� UXQQHU� -HDQHWWH� .RKDQ�6HGT�� ZKR� ZDV� D� QDWLRQDO�
champion and record holder for a number of times in the early and mid-
1960s.51 A graduate of the Anushiravan High School, she received a OLVƗQV 
[BA] in Physical Education from Tehran University. Her greatest moment of 
JORU\�FDPH�ZKHQ��DW�D�WUDFN�DQG�¿HOG�PHHW�LQ�ODWH�2FWREHU�������VKH�EURNH�WKH�
Iranian 100 meter and 60 meter hurdle records. The 35,000 mostly Muslim 
VSHFWDWRUV� FKDQWHG� KHU� QDPH�� DQG� WKH� LQÀXHQWLDO� VSRUWV� ZHHNO\�.HLKƗQ�H�
Varzeshi declared her athlete of the year. That same year, she competed in 
the Maccabi Games in Israel.52 In June 1972, her untimely death at the age 
of 26 in a car crash that also took the life of the captain of Iran’s national 
ZRPHQ¶V�EDVNHWEDOO�WHDP��6LPLQ�6KD¿µL��VKRRN�WKH�HQWLUH�QDWLRQ�53 After her 
death, both Tehran University and the Iranian Track and Field Federation 
LQVWLWXWHG�\HDUO\�FXSV�QDPHG�DIWHU�KHU��DQG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�UDFH�WKDW�ZDV�KHOG�LQ�
KHU�GLVFLSOLQH��ODQH����LQ�ZKLFK�VKH�KDG�ODVW�VWDUWHG��ZDV�VWUHZQ�ZLWK�ÀRZHUV��
Jeanette Kohan-Sedq was loved not only because she was a champion but 
also because she was a role model as a human being and teacher.54

 The year 1965, in which Kohan-Sedq became Iranian champion 
and was acclaimed by Jews and non-Jews alike, must be seen, with the 
EHQH¿W�RI�KLQGVLJKW��DV�WKH�DSRJHH�RI�,UDQLDQ�-HZU\¶V�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�ZLWK�,UDQ��
Young people did not remember the humiliations of the mahalleh; they had 
gone to the same schools and universities as the Muslim majority; and they 
had internalized the state’s slogan .KRGƗ�� 6KƗK��0LKDQ [God, King, and 
Homeland] which, having no communal connotation, was religiously neutral 
and therefore inclusive of Iran’s religious minorities. The Arab-Israeli war of 
1967 changed that.

The Iran/Israel Soccer Games

 Israel’s defeat of its Arab neighbors in the Six Day War outraged 
Muslim Iranians,55�ZKR�LGHQWL¿HG�VWURQJO\�ZLWK�WKH�$UDE�FDXVH��DV�WKH\�VDZ�
51  For a brief history of women’s sports in Iran, see H.E. Chehabi, “Women’s 
Sports in Iran,” The International Encyclopedia of Women and Sport (New York: 
Macmillan, 1999).
52 �6ROHLPƗQ�%LQƗIDUG��WHOHSKRQH�LQWHUYLHZ�����0D\�������+H�ZRQ�WKH�
Iranian team’s only medal at the Games, a silver medal.
53  See 'RQ\Ɨ�\H� YDU]HVK, no. 89, 6 Khordad 1351, 12-13 for moving 
RELWXDULHV�IRU�ERWK�-HDQHWWH�.RKDQ�6HGT�DQG�6LPLQ�6KD¿µL
54  Sima Baravarian, personal communication, 7 February 1999, Los Angeles.
55 �:KLOH�UHOLJLRXV�,UDQLDQ�0XVOLPV�KDG�DOZD\V�LGHQWL¿HG�ZLWK�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�
cause, some secular intellectuals had felt a certain sympathy for socialist and anti-
Arab Israel – until the 1967 war. The change of heart that the war brought about is 
H[HPSOL¿HG�E\�-DODO�$O�H�$KPDG��ZKR�KDG�VSHQW�VRPH�WLPH�DV�D�JXHVW�RI�WKH�,VUDHOL�
government in 1963, but changed his mind after the 1967 war; a war  he saw as an 
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Janet Kohan-Sedq, Iranian Track & Field Record Holder

come in touch with the Muslim athlete’s body,49 but also because for 
some more fanatical wrestlers losing to a Jew was a dishonor. However, a 
number of better educated and left-leaning Muslim wrestlers had formed 
the (WWHKƗGLHK�\H� NRVKWLJLUƗQ [Wrestler’s Association], and one of this 
association’s functions was to counter unruly elements that might discourage 
DWKOHWHV�OLNH�%LQƗIDUG��50

 The role that modern sports can play as a vehicle of social integration 

49  Personal communication from a Muslim EƗVWƗQLNƗU.
50 �6ROHLPƗQ�%LQƗIDUG��WHOHSKRQH�LQWHUYLHZ�����0D\������
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students and shout the Nazi salute. One Jewish sports club, %DUƗGDUƗQ, 
organized a troop to protect the pupils and was able to put an end to the thugs’ 
intimidation campaigns by using some of the instruments of its ]XUNKƗQHK.47 
Most secular right-wing parties were supportive of the Shah in his power 
struggle with Mosaddeq in 1953. But after his return to power, they became 
an embarrassment to his pro-Western regime and withered away. In an open 
society, all sorts of opinions circulate – even nasty ones – while under an 
authoritarian regime all sorts of opinions are repressed –  including nasty 
ones. From 1953 to 1979, anti-Semitism was repressed in the Iranian media. 
7KH�RI¿FLDO�FRQFHSW�RI�,UDQLDQ�QDWLRQKRRG�FDPH�WR�LQFOXGH�-HZV��DQG�-HZLVK�
FRPPXQDO� OLIH�ÀRXULVKHG�PRUH� WKDQ�HYHU�EHIRUH� LQ� UHFHQW� ,UDQLDQ�KLVWRU\���
-HZLVK�VSRUWV�EHQH¿WHG�IURP�WKLV�DWPRVSKHUH�
 When modern sports were introduced into Iran in the early decades 
of the twentieth century, traditionalists (both Muslims and Jews) objected 
WR�WKHP��)RU�0XVOLPV��SOD\LQJ�WKH�JDPHV�RI�WKH�LQ¿GHOV�ZDV�XQZRUWK\�RI�
them; sportswear was indecent; and calisthenics was likened to dancing.  
For this reason the pioneers and practitioners of modern sports came mostly 
from the more secular strata of society, which in turn favored integration 
between Muslims and non-Muslims. For example, the man who introduced 
Greco-Roman wrestling to Iran, André Govalovich, was an Assyrian born 
in Salmas who had been brought up in the Soviet Union. Also, at the Niru 
YD�5ƗVWL�&OXE�� WKH�¿UVW�PRGHUQ�,UDQLDQ�VSRUWV�FOXE�IRXQGHG� LQ�������PHQ�
of all religions exercised together, including Jews.48 The one modern sports 
discipline whose practitioners overwhelmingly came from the ]XUNKƗQHK 
milieu was freestyle wrestling, which resembles the wrestling style (now 
called NRVKWL�\H�SDKODYƗQL) that was practiced in the houses of strength until 
the 1940s. A number of Jews excelled at freestyle wrestling, most notably 
6ROHLPƗQ�%LQƗIDUG��ZKR�ZDV�EULHÀ\�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�QDWLRQDO�WHDP�LQ�WKH�
mid-1950s. He occasionally faced prejudice – ostensibly because during the 
close body contact typical of the sport their “impure” [najess] sweat would 

47 �.ƗPUƗQ��³7ƗULNKFKHK�´�������-HZLVK�DWKOHWHV�SHUIRUPHG�D�VLPLODU�UROH�LQ�
post-World War I Vienna.  See John Bunzl, ed., Hoppauf Hakoah: Jüdischer Sport in 
Österreich.  Von den Anfängen bis in die Gegenwart (Vienna: Junius, 1987), 86.
48  Monir Jazani, personal interview, 11 June 1998, Chestnut Hill, Mass.  Mrs. 
Jazani was the director and owner of the club
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built Amjadieh Sports Complex.
 The late 1930s and early 1940s saw the introduction into Iran of 
modern, European anti-Semitism.42 In so far as they had been looked down 
upon in pre-modern society, Jews had suffered TXD non-Muslims – i.e., 
together with other minorities such as Christians, Zoroastrians, and later 
Baha’is.43 But the new anti-Jewish sentiment was an import from Europe, 
especially Nazi Germany, and spared other minorities since it was “racially” 
motivated.44 It was secular, went hand in hand with anti-Arabism on the 
grounds that Arabs are “Semites” too,45 and exalted Zoroastrianism as the 
religion of “true” Iranians. Reza Shah’s reign, which had begun auspiciously 
for all religious minorities, ended in an atmosphere of fear and anxiety for 
the Jews of Iran. But in August 1941, the Allied occupation of Iran and – a 
few months later – the German defeat at Stalingrad provided relief.
 After 1941, Jewish communal life developed once again in Iran, 
and Jews founded or revived a number of sports clubs. Of these, the 
Kurosh (Cyrus) Club became the most durable and successful: its soccer 
team once made it to be vice-champion of Iran. “Muscular Judaism” had 
a very immediate raison d’être in these years: in the 1940s, extreme right-
wing parties modeled on European fascism were active in Iranian politics;46 
and the adherents of these parties would at times mob Jewish high-school 

42  Iran somewhat lagged behind the rest of the Middle East, where modern 
European anti-Semitism appeared in the late nineteenth century.  See Bernard Lewis, 
The Jews of Islam (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1984), chapter 4

43  This point is missed in some discussions of the place of Jews in traditional 
Iranian society, such as David Littman, “Les juifs en Perse avant les Pahlevi,” Les 
Temps Modernes 34 (1979).  For a corrective, see V.B. Moreen, “The Status of 
Religious Minorities in Safavid Iran,” Journal of Near Eastern Studies 40 (1981), 
which shows that in periods of intolerance, repression and discrimination affected 
Christians and Zoroastrians as well.

44  In fact, the chief propagandist of anti-Semitism and Aryan brotherhood 
between Germans and Iranians on German radio programs broadcast in Persian to 
,UDQ�ZDV�%DKUDP�6KDKURNK�� KLPVHOI� D�=RURDVWULDQ�� 6HH�=KƗOHK�3LUQD]DU�� ³-DQJ�H�
EH\Q�DO�PHODO�H�GRYYRP�YD�MƗPHµHK�\H�\DKXGLƗQ�H�,UƗQL�´�6DUVKDU�DQG�$GKDPL��HGV���
7HUXµƗ�
45  This was an idea that was shared by such diverse intellectuals as the much 
earlier Mirza Aqa Khan-e Kermani and the writer Sadeq Hedayat, who had no 
FRQQHFWLRQ�WR�IDU�ULJKW�FLUFOHV��6HH�=KƗOHK�3LUQD]DU��³&KHKUHK�\H�\DKXG�GDU�ƗVƗU�H�
VHK�QHYLVDQGHK�\H�PRWHMDGGHG�H�LUƗQL�´�,UDQ�1DPHK 13:4 (Autumn 1995): 483-502.

46  The most extreme of these was the SUMKA party, whose name is the 
Persian acronym for KH]E�H�VRVLƗOLVW�YD�PHOOL�\H�NƗUJDUƗQ�H� ,UƗQ, a calque of the 
German Nationalsozialistische deutsche Arbeiterpartei, or NSDAP.  Less explicitly 
IDVFLVW�ZHUH�WKH�YDULRXV�JURXSV�LGHQWL¿HG�ZLWK�SDQ�,UDQLVP���$OO�WKHVH�JURXSV�ZHUH�
secular in outlook.



H.E. Chehabi

11

in these schools, and then learned to practice modern sports along with other 
Iranians when modern clubs were established and the nation’s educational 
authorities made physical education a compulsory subject in both private and 
public schools.
 After the accession to power of Reza Khan – later Reza Shah 
Pahlavi – a number of Jewish sports clubs were founded in the mid-1920s, 
but their activities were more often than not ephemeral. The earliest one 
seems to have been a club by the name of Kurosh. Established in 1924, it 
had about 200 members, and offered facilities for wrestling, weight-lifting, 
DQG�F\FOLQJ��2I¿FLDOV�IURP�WKH�0DFFDEL�:RUOG�8QLRQ�WULHG�LQ�YDLQ�WR�JHW�WKLV�
FOXE�WR�DI¿OLDWH�ZLWK�LW�38

 In the 1920s and 1930s, soccer was the favorite discipline of the 
Iranian state, as the educational authorities believed that as a team sport it 
fostered a spirit of cooperation among Iranians.  The Pahlavi dynasty was 
intimately involved with these efforts: in 1921 Reza Khan had accepted 
the presidency of the Association for the Propagation and Development 
of Football, and after his return from Switzerland in 1936 the then Crown 
3ULQFH��0RKDPPDG�5H]D�3DKODYL��FDSWDLQHG�WKH�YDUVLW\�WHDP�RI�WKH�2I¿FHUV¶�
Academy.39

 In the 1930s, the Jewish boys of the mahalleh also liked to play 
soccer.40 Since they could not afford a ball, they tied some rags together into 
a spherical shape and played with it in the narrow alleys of the neighborhood. 
Later, Morteza Sanehi had parts of the Jewish Beheshtieh cemetery turned 
LQWR�D�VRFFHU�¿HOG�DQG�GRQDWHG�WZR�EDOOV�IRU�WKH�\RXQJVWHUV�WR�SOD\�ZLWK��7KH\�
HVWDEOLVKHG�WKH�.XURVK�WHDP��6RRQ��WKH�¿HOG�QHDU�WKH�FHPHWHU\�QR�ORQJHU�PHW�
the needs of the growing number of Jewish soccer players, and so Sanehi 
negotiated with Dr. Samuel Jordan, the director of the American College 
of which he was a graduate, for the Kurosh team to use one of the college’s 
¿HOGV� RQFH� D� ZHHN�41 On the way from the mahalleh to the college, the 
Jewish athletes had to brave the taunts of gangs of gentile compatriots, and 
HYHQ�RQ�WKH�JURXQGV�¿JKWV�ZRXOG�VRPHWLPHV�EUHDN�RXW�EHWZHHQ�-HZV�DQG�
Muslims. After one particularly violent incident, Jordan forbade the Jews 
to return, whereupon they negotiated with the recently established National 
$VVRFLDWLRQ�IRU�3K\VLFDO�(GXFDWLRQ�WR�XVH�RQH�RI�WKH�¿HOGV�RI�WKH�UHFHQWO\�
Committee to Honor the Alliance Israélite Universelle, 1996), 181, 255, 303, and 311 
for team photos.
38  Rajunov, Los Judíos, 35
39 �)RU�GHWDLOV�VHH�+XVKDQJ�(��6KHKƗEL�>+�(��&KHKDEL@��³0RUXUL�EDU�WƗULNK�H�
HMWHPƗµL�YD�VLƗVL�\H�IXWEƗO�GDU�,UƗQ�´�Iran Nameh 17 (1378/1999): 89-113.
40 � 7KH� IROORZLQJ� VWRU\� LV� EDVHG� RQ� -DKƗQJLU� %DQƗ\ƗQ�� ³4DKUHPƗQƗQ�H�
IDUƗPXVK�VKRGHK�´�6KRIƗU 19, no. 217 (March 1999): 32-33, 85.
41  For Jordan, soccer was an important educational tool.  See Samuel M. 
Jordan, “Constructive Revolutions in Iran,” The Moslem World 25 (1935): 350-351.
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“Muscular Christianity”32) as part of the national reawakening of Jews.33 A 
break with traditional Judaism’s indifference to physical education was part 
of “Muscular Judaism.” In response to Nordau’s ideas, Jewish clubs from 
around the world formed the Maccabbi World Union in 1921 at a meeting in 
Brno, Czechoslovakia, and the new organization began holding quadrennial 
games patterned after the Olympic Games in 1938.34 This is not to suggest 
that Jews only exercised in all-Jewish clubs. On the contrary, for many non-
Zionist Jews, non-sectarian sports clubs were a means of attaining social 
integration, and a certain tension existed between the two currents in the 
interwar years in Europe and Latin America.
� 0RGHUQ�(XURSHDQ�VSRUWV�¿UVW� UHDFKHG�,UDQ� WKURXJK�(XURSHDQ�DQG�
American missionary schools, which included physical education in their 
curricula. Many Protestant missionary schools admitted Jews in such cities 
as Hamadan and Isfahan in the hope of converting them to Christianity. 
To improve Iranian Jewry’s education without exposing them to Christian 
(and Baha’i) proselytizing, the Alliance Israélite Universelle established 
a network of schools between 1898 and 1930 in Iran.35 Traditional Jewish 
education did not encourage physical education,36 but in the new schools 
physical education was part of the curriculum and school teams were set up 
in various disciplines.37�-HZLVK�,UDQLDQV�ZHUH�¿UVW�H[SRVHG�WR�:HVWHUQ�VSRUWV�
32  See Donald E. Hall, ed. Muscular Christianity: Embodying the Victorian 
Age (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994).
33  Hajo Bernett, Der jüdische Sport im nationalsozialistischen Deutschland 
��������� (Schorndorf: Verlag Karl Hofmann, 1978), 38-40.
34  For a history of the games see George Eisen, “The Maccabiah Games: A 
History of the Jewish Olympics,” (Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1979). 
It is ironic that the games inspired by Olympic ideals and symbolism should be 
named after the leader who abolished Greek athletics in Palestine: to name the event 
after Jason would have been a far more logical. The choice of Judas Maccabaeus 
points to the political overtones of the movement, which was concerned at least as 
much with the reawakening of a Jewish sense of nationhood as it was concerned with 
SK\VLFDO�¿WQHVV�DPRQJ�-HZV���$QRWKHU�LURQ\�LV�WKDW�DW�WKH�JDPHV�DWKOHWHV�FRPSHWH�DV�
members of “national” teams.
35 �6HH�+RPD�1DWHT��³7ƗULNKFKH�\H�DOLƗQV�H�HVUƗµLOL�GDU�,UƗQ�´�LQ�6DUVKDU�DQG�
Sarshar, eds., <DKXGLƗQ�H�LUƗQL�GDU�WƗULNK�H�PRµDVHU, volume 2; and Avraham Cohen, 
“Iranian Jewry and the Educational Endeavors of the Alliance Israélite Universelle,” 
Jewish Social Studies 48 (1986): 15-44
36  On traditional Jewish education in Iran see Amnon Netzer, “Jewish 
Education in Iran,” Harold S. Himmelfarb and Sergio DellaPergola, eds., Jewish 
(GXFDWLRQ�:RUOGZLGH��&URVV�&XOWXUDO�3HUVSHFWLYHV� (Lanham: University Press of 
America, 1989), 447-450.
37  See Hommage aux fondateurs de l’Alliance Israélite Universelle: On the 
Occasion of the 100th Anniversary of the Founding of Alliance in Iran (New York: 
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 Outside the capital, a Jewish house of strength existed for a few 
years after World War II in the city of Shiraz,27 and the tradition was carried 
to Israel as well. According to Shaban Jafari, who claims never to have been 
a bigot [NKRVKN�H�PRTDGGDV], before the revolution a group of athletes came 
from Israel to ask for his help in setting up a house of strength in that country. 
They made a sketch of his club in order to reproduce it in Israel. He taught 
the members of the delegation the basic exercises, and made them a gift of 
the necessary equipment and gave moral support.28�:KHQ�KH�ÀHG�,UDQ�GXULQJ�
WKH� UHYROXWLRQ��KH�¿UVW�ZHQW� WR� ,VUDHO��ZKHUH�KH�ZDV� WDNHQ�FDUH�RI�E\� WKH�
Israeli EƗVWƗQLNƗUƗQ, whose club he visited.29 
 The ]XUNKƗQHK was to be part of an Iranian community center, 
EXW�EHFDXVH�RI�¿QDQFLDO�GLI¿FXOWLHV�LW�ZDV�QRW�XQWLO������WKDW�Beit Koresh / 
.KƗQHK�\H�.XURVK (House of Cyrus) opened in Holon, a town south of Tel 
Aviv with a rather large Iranian community. Its basement housed a ]XUNKƗQHK 
which, at the height of its activity, from 1988 to 1992, had over ten athletes 
exercising in it. The trainer was Hertzel Golshani, who had been a successful 
wrestler in Iran before the revolution, and the group even performed at an 
evening of ethnic programs in Tel Aviv.30

Jews and Modern Sports in Iran

 The modern-day sports movement among Jews was founded in the 
����V�LQ�(XURSH��ZLWK�WKH�¿UVW�DOO�-HZLVK�J\PQDVWLFV�FOXEV�EHLQJ�VHW�XS�LQ�
Constantinople (1895), Berlin (1898), and Vienna (1899). At the Second 
World Zionist Congress in Basel, Switzerland, one of Zionism’s founding 
fathers, Max Nordau (1849-1923) –  who was much concerned with what he 
termed “degeneration”31 and who wanted to rescue Jews from meekness and 
assimilation by giving them back their sense of self-worth – called for the 
development of a “Muscular Judaism” (a clear adaptation of the then current 

27  It was located in the Jewish Ge‘ola School on Lotf-Ali Khan-e Zand 
Avenue, and had been founded in the 1940s by a man named Khani ‘Arab.  Personal 
communication, 7 February 1999, Los Angeles, by a member of the club. A Jewish 
]XUNKƗQHK is mentioned in ‘Abbasi, 7ƗULNK�H�NRVKWL�\H�,UƗQ, vol. 2, 151.

28 �&RQ¿UPHG� E\�6DVVRQ�6LPDQWRY�� GLUHFWRU� RI� WKH�+RXVH� RI�&\UXV�� LQ� DQ�
interview with Sorour Soroudi, 16 October 1999.

29  Personal interview, 2 June 1997, Santa Monica, California.

30  Sasson Simantov, interview with Sorour Soroudi, 16 October 1999.

31  In 1892, before he became a Zionist, he published a monumental attack 
on the decadent culture of the European ¿Q�GH�VLqFOH which he called Entartung. 
For an English translation of the German original see Max Nordau, Degeneration, 
Introduction by George L. Mosse (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1993).  
Ironically, the word Entartung became a favorite word of the Nazis.
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Jewish athletes became acquainted with the traditional exercises and their 
paraphernalia through athletes [SDKODYƗQƗQ] who sometimes performed 
outdoors for the entertainment of passers-by [PDµUHNHK�JLUL].
 Be this as it may, in Tehran a group of six non-Muslims (four Jews,22 
an Armenian, and an Assyrian) exercised at the ]XUNKƗQHK�\H� .KRVURZ�
SDKODYƗQ (a.k.a. Khosrow kar [deaf Khosrow]) on Shah Avenue, across the 
street from the Jewish +DPPƗP [bath] of Masud Haroonian.23 The owner 
OLNHG�KDYLQJ�WKHP��IRU�WKH\�SDLG�¿YH�ULDOV�ZKHQ�WKH\�YLVLWHG��ZKLOH�WKH�QRUPDO�
fee was one rial. When the French director of the Ettehad School (one of the 
VFKRROV�HVWDEOLVKHG�E\�WKH�$OOLDQFH�,VUDpOLWH�8QLYHUVHOOH��RQ�-ƗOHK�$YHQXH�
heard about this, he invited these and other Jewish athletes to establish their 
own  ]XUNKƗQHK�in the basement of the school’s dining hall,24 which they did 
under the leadership of Heshmatollah Kermanshahchi in 1947: it became the 
%DUƗGDUƗQ [Brethren] Club.
 A second Jewish  ]XUNKƗQHK�was established as part of the Ordon 
(Jordan) sports club in a garden leased from Ebrahim Hakimi (Hakim al-
Molk), but it had no gowd. Its morshed was Soleiman Elisha, a graduate of 
the Ettehad School who knew about 5,000 verse of the 6KƗK�QƗPHK by heart. 
A number of Muslims also exercised at this club, which offered facilities 
for modern disciplines like soccer as well.25 Over 50 young men frequented 
each of these clubs – which met in the afternoon after classes ended – and 
VRPHWLPHV� FRPSHWHG� DJDLQVW� HDFK�RWKHU��7KH�¿UVW� FOXE� FORVHG�GRZQ�DIWHU�
only a few years, when the athletes got married and were absorbed by their 
professional lives. The second, however, was still operating in the mid-1950s, 
when one of its JROUL]ƗQ events (ceremonies in the course of which wealthy 
SDWURQV�GRQDWH�PRQH\�WR�¿QDQFH�WKH�FOXE¶V�DFWLYLWLHV��ZDV�DWWHQGHG�E\�WKH�
WKHQ�¿QDQFH�PLQLVWHU��$OL�$PLQL��7KH�SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�JROUL]ƗQ ceremonies 
points to a most noteworthy aspect of Jewish ]XUNKƗQHK life, namely that 
the rituals of the Muslim clubs were adopted with only minimal changes. 
The 6KƗK�QƗPHK was still recited by the morshed. Only the customary salvo 
of benediction [VDODYƗW] was rendered in Hebrew instead of Arabic (Shema 
Israel adonai elohenu adonai ekhad and $GRQDL�KX�KDµHORKLP, in lieu of 
$OOƗKRPPD�VDOOH� µDOƗ�0RKDPPDG�YD�ƗO�H�0RKDPPDG), and where Imam 
$OL�E��$EL�7ƗOHE�ZDV�SUDLVHG�LQ�WKH�RULJLQDO�ULWXDO��WKH�QDPH�RI�0RVHV�ZDV�
substituted for his.26

22 � 1HPDW� 3XUEDED�� (EUDKLP� 5RZJKDQL�� $WDROODK� <XVH¿DQ�� DQG� 0DQVXU�
Mashian, who told me the story on 6 February 1999, in Los Angeles.

23  There is an old association between the ]XUNKƗQHK and public baths, as the 
two were built by the same masons using the same techniques.

24  Mansur Mashian, personal interview, 6 February 1999, Los Angeles.

25  Soleiman Elisha, personal interview, 6 February 1999, Los Angeles.

26  Dr. Heshmatollah Kermanshahchi, personal communication, 7 February 
1999, Los Angeles.
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 In light of the strongly Islamic character of the ]XUNKƗQHK, it is of 
great interest that non-Muslim Iranians have partaken of this tradition. Yazd 
had a Zoroastrian house of strength a few decades ago,17 but that might be 
H[SODLQHG�E\� WKH� QDWXUDO� DI¿QLW\�=RURDVWULDQV� KDYH� IRU� D�3HUVLDQ� HWKRV� LQ�
ZKLFK�5RVWDP�¿JXUHV�VR�SURPLQHQWO\��7KH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�VSHFL¿FDOO\�-HZLVK�
]XUNKƗQHKV, therefore, is more puzzling.18 Given the segregation that was 
practiced by Iran’s Muslim athletes, the question arises as to where the 
Jewish EƗVWƗQLNƗUƗQ [practitioners of ‘ancient’ sports] had learnt their skills 
LQ�WKH�¿UVW�SODFH����
� $FFRUGLQJ�WR�6KDEDQ�-DIDUL��ZKR�KHDGHG�,UDQ¶V�RI¿FLDO� WUDGLWLRQDO�
athletics establishment before the revolution of 1979,19 Jews did exercise in 
some Muslim ]XUNKƗQHKV on the basis of what seems to have been a “don’t 
ask, don’t tell” arrangement: they did not proclaim their Jewishness, and they 
were not asked about their religion. One paid to exercise in these clubs, and 
since the club-owners wanted to maximize their revenues, they did not refuse 
entry to anybody who was willing to pay. According to Jafari, the house of 
strength most visited by Jews was the�]XUNKƗQHK�\H�KDPPƗP�H�NKƗQRP, in 
the Udlajan quarter of Tehran, close to the Jewish quarter.20 Such a relatively 
open attitude among some Muslim athletes is not astonishing, as many of 
them were lutis, a segment of the male population not exactly known for its 
strict observance of religious prohibitions.21 But given the general atmosphere 
of religious observance that pervaded the ]XUNKƗQHKV, non-Muslim 
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�WKHP�ZDV�GH¿QLWHO\�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ��$QRWKHU�SRVVLELOLW\�LV�WKDW�
WKH�³LPSXULW\´�RI�QRQ�0XVOLPV�,UDQLDQV�KDV�FORVHU�DI¿QLWLHV�ZLWK�WKH�VWDWXV�RI�WKH�
“untouchables” of Hinduism than with their status as dhimmis.
17  Mehdi ‘Abbasi, 7ƗULNK�H�NRVKWL�\H�,UƗQ (Tehran: Ferdows, 1995), vol. 2, 
348.
18  Unless otherwise indicated, information on the Jewish houses of strength 
LV� WDNHQ� IURP� 6KDPXHO�.DPUDQ�� ³7ƗULNKFKHK�\H� VƗ]HPƗQKƗ�\H� \DKXGLƗQ�H� LUƗQL��
��� VƗ]HPƗQKƗ�\H� YDU]HVKL�´� +RPD� 6DUVKDU� DQG� 'HEELH� $GKDPL�� HGV��� 7HUXµƗ��
<DKXGLƗQ�H�LUƗQL�GDU�WƗULNK�H�PRµDVHU, volume 1 (Beverly Hills: Center for Iranian 
-HZLVK�2UDO�+LVWRU\������������������DQG�0DQVXU�0DVKLDQ��³.KƗWHUƗW�H�YDU]HVKL�´�
in Homa Sarshar and Houman Sarshar, eds., <DKXGLƗQ�H�LUƗQL�GDU�WƗULNK�H�PRµDVHU, 
volume 2 (Beverly Hills: Center for Iranian Jewish Oral History, 1997), 289-290.
19  He had led the mob that overthrew Prime Minister Mossadeq in 1953, 
for which reason many practitioners of ]XUNKƗQHK sports do not like him or do not 
consider him a worthy representative of their ethos.
20  Personal interview, 2 June 1997, Santa Monica, Calif.
21  On lutis, see W. M. Floor, “The Lutis – A Social Phenomenon in Qajar 
Persia,” Die Welt des Islams 13 (1971); and Willem M. Floor, “The Political Role of 
the Lutis in Iran,” Michael E. Bonine and Nikki R. Keddie, eds., Modern Iran: The 
Dialectics of Continuity and Change (Albany: State University of New York Press, 
1981). The world of musicians, too, was one in which lutis and Jews mixed freely.
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“house of strength,” in Persian ]XUNKƗQHK, in which athletes exercised in 
a pit [gowd] as a man termed morshed played the drum and recited poetry, 
including (but not limited to) selections from the 6KƗK�QƗPHK [Book of 
Kings], Iran’s national epic.11 Conventional wisdom sees in these gymnasia, 
which probably date back to the period of social upheavals following the 
Mongol invasions of Iran, a quintessentially Persian and Shiite institution.12 
While its origins may indeed have been Persian and Shiite, such is the 
attraction of Persian/Shiite culture on the Iranian plateau and its borderlands 
that houses of strength were adopted by other ethnic and religious groups as 
well. Azerbaijan and the Caucasus have had ]XUNKƗQHKV;13 in the eighteenth 
century, the institution spread to the Kurdish Sunni areas of Iran;14 and in the 
nineteenth century, Iranian traders and pilgrims introduced it to the Arabs of 
Iraq.15 But Persians, Turks, Kurds, and Arabs are all Muslims, and Islamic 
symbolism pervades the communal life of the houses of strength, adherents 
of which consider Imam Ali to be their patron. During the religiously 
VLJQL¿FDQW� PRQWKV� RI� 5DPDGDQ�� 0XKDUUDP�� DQG� 6DIDU�� H[WUD� FKDQWV� DQG�
rituals are performed; only Muslims are allowed to enter the gymnasia; and 
only Muslims who have performed their ritual ablution [ghosl] are allowed 
to descend into the gowd where the exercises take place. This is in line with 
the general segregation that separated Muslim and non-Muslim in other 
areas of public life, since according to the most strict interpretation of Shiite 
sharia non-Muslims are impure and have to keep a distance from Muslims.16

11  For a short introduction to this institution see Mehrdad Amanat, 
“=XUNKƗQHK,” The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic World, vol. 4 (New 
York: Oxford University Press, 1995).

12 �6DGUHGGLQ�(ODKL��³1HJƗKL�GLJDU�EHK�VRQQDWL�NRKDQ��]XUNKƗQHK�´�Iranshenasi 
6 (Winter 1994).

13 �0RKDQGHV�$KPDG�0XWƗE��ƖµLQ�H�IRWRYYDW�YD�MDYƗQPDUGL�YD�SDKODYƗQƗQ�H�
Ɨ]DUEƗLMƗQ��7DEUL]��5DYƗQSX\Ɨ����������,�DP�JUDWHIXO�WR�6XQLO�6KDUPD�IRU�SRLQWLQJ�
this book out to me.

14  ‘Abbas Kamandi,�9DU]HVK�YD�VDUJR]DVKW�H�YDU]HVK�H�EƗVWƗQL�\H�.RUGHVWƗQ 
(Sanandaj: n.p., 1984); and Borhan Ayazi, ƖµLQHK�\H�6DQDQGDM (Sanandaj: by the 
author, 1992), 815-880.

15  Jamil al-Ta‘i, $O�=XUNKƗQƗW� DO�%DJKGƗGL\\D (Baghdad: Al-Nahda 
al-‘Arabiyya Bookstore, 1986).

16  According to Sorour Soroudi the origin of the “impurity” [QHMƗVDW] of non-
Muslims in Iran lies in pre-Islamic times when the dominant Zoroastrians considered 
non-Zoroastrians impure. See her article “The Concept of Jewish Impurity and its 
5HÀHFWLRQ�LQ�3HUVLDQ�DQG�-XGHR�3HUVLDQ�7UDGLWLRQV�´�LQ�6KDXO�6KDNHG�DQG�$PQRQ�
Netzer, eds.,�,UDQR�-XGDLFD III (Jerusalem: Ben-Zvi Institute, 1994). For a study of 
ritual purity in Zoroastrianism, see Jamsheed K. Choksy, Purity and Pollution in 
Zoroastrianism: Triumph over Evil (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1989).  If 
the pre-Islamic origin of the ascription of QHMƗVDW to non-Muslims in Iran be true, 
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practice from scripture. In classical times, Hellenized Jews participated in 
*UHHN�JDPHV��DQG�WKH�¿UVW�*UHHN�VW\OH�-HZLVK�J\PQDVLXP�ZDV�IRXQGHG�LQ�
Jerusalem in 174 BC under the Hellenizing high priest Jason, during the 
rule of the Greek Seleucids. But most Jews considered the Greek custom of 
exercising in the nude offensive, especially since the gymnasium was located 
close to the Temple, and so it had to close after the success of the revolt of 
Judas Maccabaeus in 166 BC and the consequent end of Greek rule. But with 
the Roman conquest of Palestine in 63 BC, Greek athletics were revived in 
Palestine.8
 In the Middle Ages, lack of interest by their spiritual authorities 
coupled with restrictions often placed on Jews meant that Jews did not stand 
out for their athletic skills. As Sigmund Freud put it, “the preference which 
through two thousand years the Jews have given to spiritual endeavor has, 
of course, had its effect: it has helped to build a dike against brutality and the 
inclination to violence which are usually found where athletic development 
becomes the ideal of the people.”9 But, as a brochure of a Jewish athletic 
organization puts it, “where Jewish communities lived in a more liberal 
environment, which provided basic living conditions in comparative freedom 
DQG�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�GHYHORSLQJ�IUHHO\�DELOLWLHV�LQ�YDULRXV�¿HOGV�RI�FRPPHUFH��
VFLHQFH��HWF���ZH�DOVR�¿QG�\RXQJ�-HZV�ZKR��GHVSLWH�WKH�GLVSOHDVXUH�VKRZQ�
by the spiritual and religious leaders, tried to adapt themselves to the way of 
life of the non-Jew and to participate, as far as possible, in their cultural and 
sporting activities.”10

 The development of Iranian Jewry’s participation in Iranian sports 
corroborates this view. We will begin with a discussion of Jewish participation 
in Iran’s traditional athletic culture, the “houses of strength,” then proceed 
to examine Jewish Iranians’ contribution to modern sports, and end with a 
discussion of how Iranian Jews were affected by sports contests between the 
national teams of Iran and Israel.  In the conclusion an attempt is made to put 
the role of Iranian Jews in sports in the context of Jews’ situation in Iranian 
society.

The World of Traditional Athletics

 The locus of athletic activity in pre-modern urban Iran was the 

8  For a detailed study of Jewish participation in Greek athletic culture, see 
H.A. Harris, Greek Athletics and the Jews (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1976).
9  Sigmund Freud, Moses and Monotheism, trans. Katherine Jones (New 
York: Vintage Books, 1967), 147.
10  Maccabi World Union, The History of Jewish Sport: The Maccabi 
Movement (N.p.[Tel Aviv?]: Maccabi World Movement, 1979), 1-2.
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for more than two millennia, social desegregation is a relatively recent 
development that has gone hand in hand with secularization in the course 
RI� WKH� WZHQWLHWK� FHQWXU\��7KLV� VWXG\� KDV� WZR� SXUSRVHV�� ¿UVWO\�� WR� SURYLGH�
a brief record of Jewish athletic activities in Iran as a contribution to the 
social history of Iranian Jewry; and secondly, to gauge the social and cultural 
integration of Jews in Iranian society.
� $W�¿UVW�VLJKW��VSRUW�VHHPV�DQ�XQOLNHO\�GRPDLQ�WR�FKRRVH��IRU�LW�LV�QRW�
unfair to say that athletic prowess is not a quality usually associated with 
Jews, be it by non-Jews or by Jews themselves. Let us begin with scriptural 
evidence: Psalms 147: 10-11, which say that “God’s delight is neither in 
the strength of the horse nor in the speed of the runner,” but that “the Lord 
takes pleasure in those who fear Him,” can be interpreted so as to discourage 
physical education for the sole purpose of strengthening the body.3 Still, 
modern proponents of Jewish physical education like to point out that the 
Hebrew Bible contains many stories that attest to the ancient Israelites’ feats 
of strength and endurance:4 the word “Israel” itself means “he [i.e., Jacob] 
wrestles [strives, contends] with God.” Many stories include feats of running; 
and beginning with Naftali – one of Jacob’s sons –  the Bible mentions many 
fast runners.5 According to the midrash, King Solomon organized annual 
foot races in which hundreds of young men participated.6 As happens so 
often in religious traditions, scriptures can furnish evidence both for those 
eager to depict ancient Jews as athletically inclined, and for those who are 
suspicious of competition for its own sake, as these interpretations are read 
into scriptures a posteriori. But on the whole, the Jews’ spiritual leaders 
never encouraged athletic contests.7
 However, as with any other people, one cannot deduce actual 

3  Horst Ueberhorst, “Geschichte des Leibes und der Leibesübungen in 
Altisrael,” Horst Ueberhorst, ed., Geschichte der Leibesübungen, volume 1 (Berlin: 
Verlag Bartels & Wernitz, 1972).  See also Süssmann Muntner, Leibesübungen bei 
den Juden (Vienna: Waldheim-Eberle, 1926).
4  See, for instance, Fletcher H. Swift, Education in Ancient Israel from 
Earliest Times to 70 AD (Chicago: The Open Court Publishing Company, 1919), 
23-25.
5  Felix Pinczower, Der jüdische Läufer (Berlin: Berthold Levy/Jüdischer 
Verlag, 1937); and Samuel Rajunov, Los Judíos en el deporte mundial: Apuntes para 
su historia (Mexico: 1994), 15-19.
6  Felix Pinczower, Sport bei den Juden im Altertum: die Rennbahn des 
Königs Salomo: nach einem handschriftlichen Midrasch der Staatsbibliothek 
München, trans. Felix Pinczower (Tel Aviv: Author, 1968).
7  Carol Ann Hofmeister, “Ancient Jewish Culture and Its Emphasis (sic) on 
Physical Activity,” (Unpublished Master’s Thesis, UCLA, 1969). 
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Introduction

Sport and physical education consist of activities that are both somatic and 
social. Competitive sports and games necessitate social and sometimes 
physical contact between players, and team sports like soccer focus group 
identities when teams are associated with a particular community. For this 
reason, sport and physical education are useful indicators for the social and 
cultural integration of the various segments of a population, as strict social 
segregation is incompatible with playing together, while social integration 
enables all to participate so that the best may win, regardless of their 
DVFULSWLYH�JURXS�DI¿OLDWLRQ�2

 While Iranian Jews have lived among their non-Jewish compatriots 

1  I should like to thank Janet Afary, Michel Chaouli, Touraj Daryaee, 
Lotfollah Hay, Shaban Jafari, Rosa Kohan-Sedq, Vera Moreen, Faryar Nikbakht, 
Nahid Pirnazar, Philippe Rochard, Eliz Sanasarian, Homa Sarshar, Houman 
Sarshar, Sorour Soroudi, Elizabeth Vernon, and Mostafa Zamani-Nia for their help, 
suggestions, and corrections. I alone am responsible for all interpretations.

2  The most notorious case of impeded social integration through sport is, of 
course, apartheid South Africa. See John Nauright, Sport, Cultures, and Identities in 
South Africa (London: Leicester University Press, 1997).
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Foreword

This year, like in the years before, the Center for Iranian Jewish Oral History 
had the pleasure of receiving the invaluable support and encouragement 
of our friends, as we further increased our collection of taped interviews, 
SKRWRJUDSKV��DQG�GRFXPHQWV��:H�DUH�SURXG�WR�DQQRXQFH�WKDW�RXU�DUFKLYH�
of photographs and documents pertaining to the Jews of Iran now contains 
more than one thousand pieces, and our collection of taped interviews 
H[FHHGV�RQH�KXQGUHG�

During this same period, two titles were added to the list of documentary 
YLGHRV�SURGXFHG�E\�WKH�&HQWHU��7KH�¿UVW��³7KH�(WWHIDXJK�6FKRRO�´�SURYLGHV�
D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�KLVWRU\�RI�RQH�RI�7HKUDQ¶V�PRVW�SRSXODU�SULYDWH�VFKRROV�
IRXQGHG� DQG� GLUHFWHG� E\� -HZV�� 7KH� VHFRQG�� ³0HPRULHV� RI� D� /LIHWLPH��
+DNKDP� <HGLGLD� 6KRXIHW�´� LV� D� ELRJUDSK\� RI� ,UDQ¶V� OHDGLQJ� 5DEEL��
produced on the occasion of a gala celebrating his contributions to the 
,UDQLDQ�-HZLVK�FRPPXQLW\�RYHU�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�WKH�SDVW�KDOI�FHQWXU\�

$� WRWDO� RI� WKUHH� RWKHU� WLWOHV�ZHUH� DOVR� DGGHG� WR� WKH�&HQWHU¶V� DUFKLYH� RI�
GRFXPHQWDULHV�RQ�WKH�-HZV�RI�,UDQ��7KHVH�¿OPV�LQFOXGH��³7KH�0DNLQJ�RI�
D�0DQ�´�³$�0RWKHU�IRU�6KDPVL�´�DQG�³5RRWV��7KH�7DOHV�DQG�7UDGLWLRQV�RI�
,UDQLDQ�-HZV�´�$OO�WKUHH�¿OPV�ZHUH�VKRZQ�DW�RXU�WKLUG�GRFXPHQWDU\�¿OP�
IHVWLYDO�LQ�/RV�$QJHOHV��DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�RWKHU�WLWOHV�LQ�RXU�DUFKLYH�

Following our tribute event in honor of the late Soleiman Haim at our third 
DQQXDO� FRQIHUHQFH�� KLV� GLFWLRQDU\�ZDV� UHSULQWHG� LQ� ,UDQ��7KH� SXEOLVKHUV�
foreword to that dictionary has been printed in the Persian section of the 
SUHVHQW�YROXPH�

The main event at our fourth annual conference was the evening in 
FRPPHPRUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�(WWHIDXJK�VFKRRO¶V�¿IWLHWK�DQQLYHUVDU\��7KH�HYHQW�
ZDV�PHW�ZLWK�JUHDW�HQWKXVLDVP�E\�PDQ\�RI�WKH�VFKRRO¶V�DOXPQL��'XULQJ�
WKH�HYHQW��D�QXPEHU�RI�WKH�VFKRRO¶V�WHDFKHUV�DQG�GLUHFWRUV�ZHUH�SUHVHQWHG�
ZLWK�SODTXHV�LQ�KRQRU�RI�WKHLU�LQYDOXDEOH�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�
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Statement of Purpose

The Center for Iranian Jewish Oral History �WKH�&HQWHU��ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�
RQ�$XJXVW���������LQ�/RV�$QJHOHV��7KH�&HQWHU�LV�D�&DOLIRUQLD�QRQ�SUR¿W�
RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�ZDV�FUHDWHG�WR�JDWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�LQWHUYLHZ�SHRSOH�
NQRZOHGJHDEOH� LQ� WKH� ¿HOGV� RI� ,UDQLDQ� -HZLVK� KLVWRU\�� FXOWXUH�� VFLHQFH��
OLWHUDWXUH��VRFLDO�OLIH��SROLWLFV��DUW��DQG�HFRQRPLFV��7KH�&HQWHU¶V�DUFKLYH�RI�
taped interviews, documents, pictures, and lore is available to academics 
DQG�WKH�SXEOLF�DW�ODUJH�IRU�UHVHDUFK�SXUSRVHV�

7KH�&HQWHU¶V�REMHFWLYH�LV�WR�EXLOG�D�EULGJH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ROGHU�JHQHUDWLRQ�
DQG�WKH�\RXQJHU�RQH��WKURXJK�WKH�PLGGOH�JHQHUDWLRQ��-RLQ�XV�LQ�GLVFRYHULQJ�
WKHVH�ROG�DQG�ZLVH�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�ZDONLQJ�(QF\FORSHGLDV�RI�NQRZOHGJH��
DQG�KHOS�XV�FRPSLOH�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFHV�EHIRUH�LW�LV�WRR�ODWH��

7KH�&HQWHU¶V�JRDO�LQ�WKH�\HDUV�WR�FRPH�LV�WR�FRQGXFW�D�WRWDO�RI�WZR�KXQGUHG�
LQWHUYLHZV� ZLWK� TXDOL¿HG� LQGLYLGXDOV�� 7KH� REMHFWLYH� LV� WR� UHFRQFLOH� WKH�
current absence of documented Jewish Iranian oral history in the existing 
ERG\� RI� RUDO� KLVWRU\� SURMHFWV� DURXQG� WKH� ZRUOG�� 7KH� &HQWHU� KRSHV� WR�
HVWDEOLVK� LQ� WKH�YHU\�QHDU� IXWXUH�D�VSHFL¿FDOO\�DOORFDWHG�EXLOGLQJ� LQ�/RV�
Angeles for the permanent maintenance and safe keeping of its growing 
DUFKLYH�

The Center hosts an annual international conference to gather experts in 
WKH�¿HOG�RI�,UDQLDQ�-HZLVK�KLVWRU\�IURP�DOO�RYHU�WKH�ZRUOG��7KH�SURFHHGLQJV�
from each conference will be published in consecutive volumes of The 
History of Contemporary Iranian Jews��

7KLV� SURMHFW� ZDV� IRXQGHG� E\� +RPD� 6DUVKDU�� 7KH� &HQWHU¶V� %RDUG� RI�
Directors includes Debbie Adhami, Roxanna Javid, Farah Nourmand, 
5R[DQD�5DVWHJDU��+RPD�6DUVKDU��DQG�+RXPDQ�6DUVKDU�
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Iranian Jews and the Tudeh Party
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Tales from the Past: Memory Telling
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